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JESUS
NEEDS
YOU!

"I tell you the
truth, anyone
who believes
in me will do
the same
works | have
done, and
even greater
works,
because | am
going to be
with the
Father." —John 14:12 (New Living
Translation)

FOR A SUNBEAM

The heart of the Christian life—the
challenge and the calling—is to
embody, manifest, and live out the
love of God that we have received, and
continue to receive, in Christ Jesus. The
alternative is a faith that is powerless,
disconnected, and out of touch with
the real needs of the world.

Jesus’ words often surprise and even
shock us with their bold challenge. As
John records, he said: "l tell you the
truth, anyone who believes in me will
do the same works | have done, and
even greater works, because | am
going to be with the Father."

You probably know the classic military
slogan featuring a stern-faced Uncle
Sam declaring, "We want YOU for the
U.S. Army!” Just as that iconic image
once called a generation to action, |
believe Jesus is calling each of us
todakl—“l NEED YOU"—to be his hands
and Teet, to carry on his mission, to do
“even greater works"” as his disciples.
Do you need him? If so, what are you
doing about it?

As your pastor, |I've now been with you
for almost a year, since my appoint-
ment in July 2024. Over these months,
I've made wonderful friendships, wit-
nessed the faithfulness of our leader-
ship, and felt energized by the excite-
ment and potential within our church.

Now, as | approach the start of my second
year of ministry with you, | invite you to reflect
on some important questions:

“What ministries and services should we be
offering? Is God stirring something in us—
caling us to act in new ways? What are we
willing to pour our energy into? What might
we be unwilling to do, and why? What would
help us engage more deeply and
meaningfully in God's work? What will truly
motivate us to do the works of Christ?”

Let's be honest. Participation by the whole
Body of Christ has not been where it could be.
But | believe in a vision where everyone is
engaged—not just a few doing ministry on
behalf of the rest, but all of us growing as
disciples, each playing a vital role.

That's what an authentic church looks like.
That's who we are called to be.

My friends, WE NEED YOU! OUR CHURCH
NEEDS YOU! JESUS NEEDS YOU!

We're counting on you, Christ is counting on
you, are you counting on him?

Grace and peace,
Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

“The First United Methodist Church of Irwin exists
to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

We are a community of believers,
centered on Christ, united by God'’s love, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit.”
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Wendell’s Vision 2" edition 2025

Wendell's Vision team members are ready and able

to fulfill your requests. We encourage you to find the <

request forms in the June Coons Room on our

Ministry station. Fill it out and return the form to the

church office. We have been able to fulfill many tasks/projects over the
years, maybe you have been one of them. Does the “To Do List” have
any items we could assist you with or just take care of those items for
you. The labor is free and you may only need to purchase the materials
needed to do the job after agreeing to the specifics required.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please fill out the
information sheet on our Ministry Station and get to the church

office. That will get your name on the emailing list and closer to meeting
the needs via submitted request forms. So, if you have been thinking of
submitting a request form, by all means do so at your earliest
convenience. If approved, we can get an evaluation visit set up and begin
the process to hopefully complete the task/project.

We have begun to complete the newest requests and can schedule any
outside projects as the weather allows. We are limited in the skKills,
abilities and experience to take on tasks/projects, so keep that in mind
when deciding to seek our help.

Let’s work together with God’s guidance and Blessings,

Coordinators, Patty & Jack Osterman
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NEWS FROM THE LOFT (CHOIR LOFT
THATIS...)

THANK YOU!

Thank you to all of the wonderful people
who had anything to do with our Holy Week
presentation of The Living Last Supper. Without
the work of the costume workers, set workers,
ushers, reception workers, greeters, media team,
office staff and publicity workers and actors would
not have been able to properly do their jobs.
Together, we touched many lives in our
audiences. The choir will return in 2026, so rest
up and get ready!

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC

There will be no choir during June, July
and August. Therefore, there is a special need for
special music during each service. It may be a
solo, duet or ensemble. It may vocal or
instrumental music. Please consider the gifts that
God has given you, and then offer to share them
with others to the glory of God. You may choose
the service or services in which you can perform.
Age and experience does not matter. If you are
willing to share yourself with your church family,
please contact Dianne Runser.

CHANCEL CHOIR

Returning members and new members are
always needed. Our rehearsals (normally on
Thursdays at 7:15) are done for the season. Our
rehearsals will resume on September 4. We work
several weeks ahead, so if you have to miss a
rehearsal, that's OK. We will sing for the last time
this season at the 10:45 AM service on May 18.

CATHEDRAL BELLS

Many thanks go to the dedicated ringers
who made this a successful ringing year. In the
fall, we will have openings for new ringers. Our
rehearsals (Thursdays, 6:15 PM in the sanctuary)
will resume on September 4. Please consider
becoming a member of our musical family.
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TEMPLE CHIMES

Many thanks go to the dedicated ringers
who made this a successful ringing year. In the
fall, we will have openings for new ringers. Please
consider becoming a member of our musical
family. We have been rehearsing on Sunday
afternoons before youth group. Rehearsals will
resume on September 7.

SONSHINERS

Many thanks to the young ladies who have
been brave enough to sing this year. They hope
to have some extra singers in the fall. We have
been rehearsing on Sunday afternoons after
Temple Chimes. Rehearsals will resume on
September 7.

Our Music Director, Dianne Runser may
be contacted through a note in the church office,
by phone or text (412-310-6121) or email
(fumc.dianne.mm@comcast.net), or by just
coming to the organ bench on Sunday morning!
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VBS This year is an Alaskan
Fishing Adventure! We will be
having it July 21-25 from 6:30-
8:30 PM.

There is a sign-up link on the
e church website! Please tell you
Trusmg . neighbors and friends about this

: : fun Christ filled adventure for kids’
preschool through going into 6th Grade!!

If you are interested in helping with VBS this year please contact
Becky Platt at 412-445-9833 or email her at
becky.platt@irwinfirstumc.org.

The Fundraising Committee

The purpose of our committee is to help the deficit. Any and all money we
collect goes directly to the general fund.

So far with the pen and pop sale in the Narthex, we were able to collect
$93.50.

This week we have our Spaghetti Dinner.
We are open to suggestions and help. Every little bit helps.

The utilities and bills do not pay themselves and we want to make sure the
church is able to continue to serve the congregation and our community
with its many ministries.

Coming Soon: shirts, Summer Bash, Hot dog stand, and many more.,
Please call the office or email Kendra.ondish@irwinfirstumc.org
With any questions, concerns, or suggestions.

Thank you - FUMCFC
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NEWS FROM THE N.O.W. COMMITTEE

N.O.W. Stands for Nurture, Outreach and Witness. As Christians and as members
and regular attenders for FUMC, we are all called to be a part of the work of this
committee. Your church NEEDS YOU!

The Nurture section is responsible for the Christian education of our congregation.
Sunday School, Youth group and VBS fall into this category. If you can volunteer to
help in this area, even if only occasionally, you should contact the following:

Sunday School — Becky Platt
Youth Group — Kendra Ondish
VBS — Becky Platt and Katrina Bryan

The Outreach section is responsible for reaching into the community with service to
those in need. Food Bank, holiday gifts and baskets, Care team, Wendell’s Vision
and community dinners fall into this category. If you can volunteer to help in this area,
even if only occasionally, you should contact the following:

Food Bank — Phill Paden

Wendell’s Vision — Jack and Pat Osterman

Community Dinner — Kendra Ondish

Contemporary Service - Laura Willby & Pastor Joe

Care Team — Peggy Kooser &Pastor Joe

Holiday gifts and baskets, Care cards — Dianne Runser

Muffin ministry (Sunday refreshments in coffee room) — Dianne Runser

The Witness section is responsible for sharing God’s message with our congregation
and the world. The groups participating in and preparing for our weekly worship fall
into this category. If you can volunteer to help in this area, even if only occasionally,
you should contact the following:

Greeters — Barb Worthington

Ushers — Ethel Rosenberg

Worship Hosts — 8:15 Krista Brown, 10:45 Barb Worthington

Children’s Message — Katrina Bryan

Choirs (vocal and Handbell) — Dianne Runser

Media Team — Josh Burger, Eric Platt

Communion Stewards — Bernie Johnson

Altar Guild (maintaining the sanctuary, changing paraments, etc.) — Barb Worthington

As you can see, we need MANY people to accomplish these tasks. Your age and ex-
perience does NOT matter. All that matters is that you are willing and able to give a
part of yourself to the service of God. Please pray about where you can serve and
DO IT!

If you do not know contact information for any of the people above, please call the
church office (724-863-6858) or Dianne Runser (412-310-6121). Your church needs
YOU
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B Give blood.
 Give life.w

GIVE BLOOD, IT’S A LIFE SAVER
The next 3 blood drive will be as follows:

Wednesday, May 21, 2025 @ 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Monday, June 30, 2025 @ 12:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 @ 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
In the Gym

OFFICE NEWS

OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Monday-Friday
Office Staff available at:
| Alyssa Bazala - alyssa.bazala@irwinfirstumc.org
Kendra Ondish - Kendra.ondish@irwinfirstumc.org
Quarterly Newsletter

The schedule will be as follows:

Feb, Mar, April

May, June, July

August, September, October
November, December, January

i MEMBERSHIP DIRECT EMAIL OR TEXT: If
contemporary Saturday Evemng would like to be included in an email message you

1 . about church activities and news, please email the
ser‘"ce 6 7pm church office at office@irwinfirstumc.org with your
: 3 : email address. Your contact information WILL NOT
Enjoy a light dinner BE SHARED anywhere outside the church.

with music and devotions! CHURCH WEBSITE: www.irwinfirstumc.org
CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE: Irwin First UMC
ON-LINE & RADIO -10:45 SUNDAY SERVICES

— First United Methodist
Church of Irwin 5 Facebook Wi First UMC

310 Oak Street, Irwin PA Zoom - Meeting ID# 633 303 454
724-863-6858 » www.irwinfirstumc.org Password 104289



mailto:fumc.jeanne.secrep@comcast.net
http://www.irwinfirstumc.org
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H United Methodist Women
U UMW NEWS

[
1 Hi' We had a wonderful Mother Daughter lunch May 4. What a

[ great time looking back at times when ladies decorated the tables, each one

D prettier than the next. Good entertainment, good food, and good friends! Thank you
| to organizers Deb Weaver and Bernie Johnson and all the ladies that decorated

| tables, baked desserts, and donated door prizes. Thank you, Kendra, for all her

I help It truly took a village.

! Now what is next we are planning our picnic June 9th our next meeting day. We are
0 meeting same time 11am at Indian lake, we will have more details as the time

| approaches watch your bulletin and listen to worship host for details. As always, all
I women of church are invited RSVP to any of the officers. Donna Weber, Alice

U Hubert, Deb Weaver Barb Worthington

H UMW Co-President,

1 Donna

[

I For information about the United Methodist Women organization, our meetings, or
H would like to volunteer, call either co-president Donna Weber @ 724-493-2048 or
| Alice Hubert 724-863-3901.

B:’\:II:l\:l\:lI:l\:lI:l\:lI:II:l\:l:’\:I:’\:I\:I:’\:I:’\:I:I:’\:I:’\:I:’:I\:I:’\:I:’\:I:I::

CAMP ALLEGHENY WOMEN'S RETREAT AUGUST 22-24, 2025

You are invited to a weekend of fellowship and fun as we explore our "Unquenchable"
faith! Where is your faith today- first sparks of faith, bright blue flames, radiating heat, raging bon-
fire, red-hot coals, cooling embers, cold grey ashes? Is your love for God burning so brightly that

OR has your passion cooled, your light dimmed, or your fire been quenched?
Author and speaker Carol Kent will take you into God's word, and into your own story to reveal the
true power of the fire God has placed in you, to fan the flames of your faith, stir your passion, and

Come for the weekend- starts Friday, , August 22 at 4PM until noon on Sunday, 24th OR come
for the day on Saturday, 23rd. Cost for the weekend is $125.00 or Saturday is $55.00. If you
would like help with the cost- camp scholarships are available. Church will cover 50%. Fill out

Deadline is August 1st.

We have some ladies going for the entire weekend and some that are going up for Saturday on-

In the June Coon's room on the N.O.W. table are extra registration forms for the retreat.
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Youth Group Happenings

Hello All.

Our church is going through many changes recently, but one thing
we are trying our hardest to keep running smoothly through the transition
is our Youth Group. We have a great bunch of kids. That being said, we
are always looking for more kiddos from 4th grade to Seniors to join. If
you or someone you know is interested in coming to hang out with us on
Sundays from 6pm to 8pm, please contact Kendra in the office or at
Kendra.ondish@irwinfirstumc.org. Summer is quickly approaching, so
soon we will be having our summer outings. Yes, our budget has
changed this year, but with the help of the youth group parents and our
amazing kids, we will be sure to have an eventful summer.

If you are interested in volunteering, let me know so we can get you
your clearances.

June 29th services will be completely run by our Youth Group. They
are so excited! That's is also the same day we will have our Chicken
Dinner fundraiser in the Gym at 4 pm.

We are also planning a summer bash of sorts with more details to
come soon.

Our youth is our future and | thank God for them every day. Lets
hope our group can keep growing and spreading love and smiles.

YOU BELONG HERE! -Kendra
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:Camping and Retreat Ministries

AP

3 Our Camp Story

$ Congregations of the Western PA

b3 :

3 Conference know the importance of

3 strengthening Christ-focused foundations
3 of all disciples. One way we nurture this

S .

< personal growth is through the programs

; and facilities of our four camps and

$ retreat center.

AP

3 Olmsted Manor, Wesley Woods, Camp
§Allegheny, and Jumonville are all

3 dedicated to serving the diverse

§ population of Western PA by offering

$ unique experiences for connecting with

$ God, having fun, and developing spiritual
¥ maturity in a natural setting.

ALLLPOS LS

3 Join us! Our church will cover at least

f{ 30% of the cost of camp. Please register
swith the camp and submit an invoice to

$ the church office so we can make a

§ payment to the church camp.

Noed help priting started plannieg your next Camping or retreat
If you have any questions about church Sbventurct Contact WM Complng & Rutost Minkubdos

Coordnator Shane Hinderifer 2t shane Jepaenc org
camps please contact:

Katrina Bryan 717-368-8176  katrinabryan@yverizon.net

99)

elow are a the sites for the four camps. Please check them out and find a camp that works for
ou!

<

Western PA Camps and Retreats  https://www.wpaumc.org/camping

Olmsted Manor  https://www.olmstedmanor.org/

Camp Allegheny https://www.campallegheny.org/

Jumonville https://www.jumonville.org/

NDDL LSS LS LIS LSS LSS LSS LSS LS L LS

Wesley Woods  https://www.wesleywoods.com/
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