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Friends, 

Fall is just around the corner as we step 
into September. Personally, I love this 
month because it feels like a season of 
fresh beginnings and renewed energy. 
As people return from summer 
vacations, I want to encourage you to 
come back to church with open hearts 
and renewed spirits. Each Sunday gives 
us the opportunity not only to worship 
God but also to reconnect with one 
another, grow in faith, and be 
strengthened for the journey ahead. 

Now I would like to share a few thoughts 
with you and tell you about an exciting 
event coming up. 

Over this past year, I have been blessed 
to be involved in nearly every ministry of 
our church. It is clear to me that this is a 
very busy and active congregation. Yet 
in the midst of all this activity, we also 
need something to center us and keep 
us grounded. That leads us to an 
important question: WHERE ARE WE 
GOING? This is the question of vision. 

Jesus always had a clear vision—a 
kingdom vision. He envisioned a 
transformed world where God’s reign 
brings justice, peace, and renewed 
hearts and relationships. He shared that 
vision in both his 
teaching and 
actions. And those 
who saw 
something special 
in him and in that 
vision chose to 
follow and join his 
mission. 

 

In the same spirit, we will be launching the 
“Visioning the Future” Project on Sunday, 
September 21st. We will invite Rev. Ron 
Hollein, retired pastor of St. Paul’s UMC, 
who will help guide this important process. 
By October, a proposed Mission and 
Vision will be created and shared with the 
entire congregation. The most important 
part of this journey is that it will not be the 
work of just one person or team, but the 
work of the whole church together—
listening, discerning, and embracing God’s 
call for our future. 

 

My friends, vision is vital to the life of a 
church. A God-given vision is a picture of 
what the Lord wants to accomplish in and 
through us. I ask you to pray for this 
process, and I want to remind you that 
each of you is invited to be part of it. We 
need your presence, your voices, and your 
participation. 

 

When we have a clear vision—and when 
we let that vision shape how we live and 
serve—it changes everything. It helps us 
decide what matters most, how to use our 
time, talents, and energy, and how to grow 
together. Most of all, it helps us become 
the church God is calling us to be. May it 
be so! 

 

-Pastor Joe 
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Wendell’s Vision 3rd edition 2025 

Wendell’s Vision team members are ready and able to fulfill your 

requests.  We encourage you to find the request 

forms in the June Coons Room on our Ministry 

station.  Fill it out and return the form to the church 

office.  We have been able to fulfill many tasks/

projects over the years, maybe you have been one of them.  Does the “To 

Do List” have any items we could assist you with or just take care of those 

items for you.  The labor is free and you may only need to purchase the 

materials needed to do the job after agreeing to the specifics required. 

We are planning to offer various Workshops to anyone interested in the 

trades.  Watch the bulletin for dates and times.  

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please fill out the 

information sheet on our Ministry Station and get to the church 

office.  That will get your name on the emailing list and closer to meeting 

the needs via submitted request forms.  

If you have been thinking of submitting a request form, by all means do so 

at your earliest convenience.  If approved, we can get an evaluation visit 

set up and begin the process to hopefully complete the task/project.  

We have begun to complete the newest requests and can schedule any 

outside projects as the weather allows.  We are limited in the skills, 

abilities and experience to take on tasks/projects, so keep that in mind 

when deciding to seek our help.  

Let’s work together with God’s guidance and Blessings,  

                                                 Coordinators, Patty & Jack Osterman 
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NEWS FROM THE LOFT (CHOIR LOFT 
THAT IS...) 

The lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer are 
quickly passing away. August was “crunch time” 
for preparing for the fall music programs. 
Rehearsals will resume before you know it. A 
HUGE thank you to all of the musicians who 
shared their talent with special music during our 
summer worship services. You all have made fine 
use of the talents that God has given you. 

Chancel Choir (teens and adults) and 
Cathedral Bells (all ages) will begin on Thursday, 
September 11 (in the sanctuary at 6:15 (Bells) 
and 7:15 (Choir). We have openings for new 
singers and ringers. See Dianne or just come to 
rehearsal. 

Temple Chimes and (hopefully) 
SonShiners will have a quick organizational 
meeting on Sunday, September 7, immediately 
after the 10:45 service to determine the interest 
level in these groups. Temple Chimes are for 
young and new ringers. All ages are welcome, 
however. SonShiners is the name of our vocal 
choir for children in grades 1-6. We always 
welcome new members in both groups. 

Tentative plans are for our usual Music 
Dedication Sunday on October 12. The Chancel 
Choir will sing during each 10:45 AM service, 
beginning September 14. 

Remember to keep God’s song in your 
heart. 

Our Music Director, Dianne Runser may 
be contacted through a note in the church office, 
by phone or text (412-310-6121) or email 
(dianne.runser@irwinfirstumc.org), 

SHARING OUR TALENTS 

Over the years, we have been very 
blessed with many people who have been willing 
to share their talents in one of our vocal choirs, 
one of our handbell choirs, the drama team, a 
dance team, or as an instrumentalist. They each 
have been dedicated to their mission of leading 
others to God through their particular talent. 
HOWEVER – times have changed, especially 
since the unusual time of pandemic that we have 
had. Our musical groups and other teams are 
now much smaller or have disappeared totally. 
Too many people have decided that they are too 

busy and involved with outside activities to devote 
the time and energy to volunteer for ANY activity 
in the church. Please examine your personal 
talents and volunteer to sing in a choir or ring in a 
handbell or chime choir, dance or present a 
dramatic work (either as a monologue or in a 
group). Won’t you share your love for God, music, 
dance or drama with others in our church family? 

If music or other worship arts are not 
where your talents lie, please look for other 
opportunities to serve in our church. Don’t wait for 
someone else to carry the ball. Among the places 
you can serve are: 

1. Serve on the media team to make our 
services both special and available to all. There 
are jobs to do both in the worship service and at 
home. Contact Eric Platt and Josh Burger. 

2. Be an usher or greeters as our first line 
of contact with all who attend our services. For 
ushers, contact Ethel Rosenburg. For greeters, 
contact Barb Worthington. 

3. Serve on a committee, whether meeting 
in person or on zoom. Contact Pastor Joe. 

4. Be a Sunday school teacher or 
substitute. Contact Becky Platt. 

5. Help with the food bank. Contact Phill 
Paden. 

6. Volunteer to help with Wendell’s Vision. 
Contact Jack Osterman. 

7. Sign on the clipboard in the sanctuary to 
bring refreshments to the café on Sundays. 

7. Serve on a virtual visitation team by 
calling or sending cards to the members of our 
church community whom you have not been able 
to see in a while. 

Please share with others the gifts which 
God has given to you.! 
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Sunday School will be starting back on Sunday September 7 at 

9:30 am!!! We have classes from preschool through adult!! Please 

come and join the fun!!!!  

Thank you to everyone who helped, prayed for, and contributed to 

VBS in any way!!! We had a fun week, and the best part is kids 

learned more about how awesome Jesus is!!!! 

Any questions or concerns, please contact Becky Platt at 412-445-

9833 or email her at becky.platt@irwinfirstumc.org. 

The Fundraising Committee 

We would like to say thank you to our congregation for your 

generous donations during the spaghetti dinners and other things.  

We are working on a few more fundraising events.  

We are in the planning phase of a prom, karaoke night, and 

another dinner (this time not spaghetti). 

We promise to keep you in the loop! 

If you have any questions, concerns, 

or comments, please contact Kendra 

at kendra.ondish@irwinfirstumc.org, 

call (724)863-6858, or stop in and 

visit the office.  

Thanks again! 
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NEWS FROM THE N.O.W. COMMITTEE 

N.O.W. Stands for Nurture, Outreach and Witness. As Christians and as members 
and regular attenders for FUMC, we are all called to be a part of the work of this 
committee. Your church NEEDS YOU! 

The Nurture section is responsible for the Christian education of our congregation. 
Sunday School, Youth group and VBS fall into this category. If you can volunteer to 
help in this area, even if only occasionally, you should contact the following: 

Sunday School – Becky Platt 

Youth Group – Kendra Ondish 

VBS – Becky Platt and Katrina Bryan 

The Outreach section is responsible for reaching into the community with service to 
those in need. Food Bank, holiday gifts and baskets, Care team, Wendell’s Vision 
and community dinners fall into this category. If you can volunteer to help in this area, 
even if only occasionally, you should contact the following: 

Food Bank – Phill Paden 

Wendell’s Vision – Jack and Pat Osterman 

Community Dinner – Kendra Ondish 

Care Team – Peggy Kooser &Pastor Joe 

Holiday gifts and baskets, Care cards – Dianne Runser 

Muffin ministry (Sunday refreshments in coffee room) – Dianne Runser 

The Witness section is responsible for sharing God’s message with our congregation 
and the world. The groups participating in and preparing for our weekly worship fall 
into this category. If you can volunteer to help in this area, even if only occasionally, 
you should contact the following: 

Greeters – Barb Worthington 

Ushers – Ethel Rosenberg 

Worship Hosts – 8:15 Krista Brown, 10:45 Barb Worthington 

Children’s Message – Katrina Bryan 

Contemporary Service - Laura Willby  & Pastor Joe 

Choirs (vocal and Handbell) – Dianne Runser 

Media Team – Josh Burger, Eric Platt 

Communion Stewards – Bernie Johnson 

Altar Guild (maintaining the sanctuary, changing paraments, etc.) – Barb Worthington 

As you can see, we need MANY people to accomplish these tasks. Your age and ex-
perience does NOT matter. All that matters is that you are willing and able to give a 
part of yourself to the service of God. Please pray about where you can serve and 
DO IT! 

If you do not know contact information for any of the people above, please call the 
church office (724-863-6858) or Dianne Runser (412-310-6121). Your church needs 
YOU 
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OFFICE NEWS 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
   Monday-Friday  

Office Staff available at: 
Alyssa Bazala - 

alyssa.bazala@irwinfirstumc.org 
Kendra Ondish - 

Kendra.ondish@irwinfirstumc.org 
Quarterly Newsletter  

The schedule will be as follows: 

Feb, Mar, April 
May, June, July 
August, September, October 
November, December, January  
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECT EMAIL OR TEXT:  If 
you would like to be included in an email 
message about church activities and news, 
please email the church office at 
office@irwinfirstumc.org with your email 
address. Your contact information WILL NOT 
BE SHARED anywhere outside the church.  

CHURCH WEBSITE:  www.irwinfirstumc.org 
 
CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE:  Irwin First 
UMC 
 
ON-LINE & RADIO - 10:45 SUNDAY 
SERVICES  
 
 

Radio 87.9 FM 
Facebook Irwin First UMC 

Zoom - Meeting ID# 633 303 454 
Password 104289 

GIVE BLOOD, IT’S A LIFE SAVER 

The next 2 blood drive will be as follows: 

          Wednesday, September 17, 2025 @ 11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

          Monday, October 6, 2025 @ 10:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

                         In the Gym 

mailto:fumc.jeanne.secrep@comcast.net
http://www.irwinfirstumc.org
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                           United Methodist Women  
UMW NEWS  

Hi from UMW. Well, our meetings start Sept 8 at 

11AM.  We have an exciting 4 months planned and we 

are hoping you will join us . We will have delicious lunches, fun business 

meetings, (that may be an exaggeration), and really great programs. In 

September, Sandy Tyler is going to share her travels to Spain. On 

October 13th, Cheryl Kirsh is going to share her talents and we are 

going to make a craft to sell at craft show. On November 1st, the craft 

show (see other articles for details). At our meeting on the 10th, Barb 

Worthington is going to share her testimony. Then comes the end of 

2025 with an awesome Christmas Party on Dec 8th. Again, good food 

and fun time. We would love to see you all there. Remember all ladies 

are welcome. We promise no pressure, just come enjoy the fellowship 

and food.  

Quilting Ministry’s News 

We welcome you who like to sew, press, coordinate fabric colors, and/or cut fabric. If you 
would like to learn how to make a Knotted Prayer Quilt, please let Mary Reed, Bernie 
Johnston, Georganne Morgan, Pat Osterman, Debbie Yarlette know. You are a stranger 
but once. Join us on our usual 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month from 9:00 am to 11:30 
am. (you will need to call one of us before coming so we can open the secure door for 
you). 
Also, if you or a family member are in need of a Prayer Quilt, please let one of the 
Pastors, Mary Reed, or any of the above quilters know. We hope to see you! God bless 
you!             In Christian Love, 

Mary Reed 
 

Hands to Work, Hearts to God Prayer Shawl/Afghan Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry Sunday School class will be meeting every Sunday. This is a 
unique Sunday School class, because we crochet and/or knit as we view a video from 
“Right Now Media” and discuss the questions afterwards. This class is opened to anyone 
who wants to attend, male or female. It’s a plus if you like to knit and/or crochet. The 
Sunday School class meets in the little parlor, which is the first door on the right as you 
enter the Junes Coon’s Room from 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. Come as you are, bring your 
project to work on if you like. See you in class!  
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Hello All. 

Youth Group will be back September 7th from 6-8 pm. We have an 

awesome curriculum picked out as well as some fun games. We would 

love for you to join us. Any one from 4th grade to senior is welcome. Our 

Halloween party will be October 26, 2025. The them is “The Nightmare 

Before Christmas”. We can’t wait to see all of our friends and hopefully 

some new ones too! 

YOU BELONG HERE!   -Kendra  

Community Dinner 

September 26th at 6pm.  

October 24th at 6pm. 

All our welcome. 
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The 2025 Church Conference 

 

The 2025 Church Conference is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 22, at 7:30 P.M. at First 

United Methodist Church. 

Church Conference is the 

annual meeting of a church 

where church leaders are 

elected for the coming years. It also receives reports, 

reviews and evaluates the total mission and ministry of 

the congregation, and adopts objectives and goals 

recommended by the Church Council. 

 

Friends, please remember all members of First UMC 

are members of the Church Conference. So, I invite 

you all to this time of our sharing, reflection and 

dialogue---time of renewal of our passion to serve. Any 

member and friend who have an interest in the 

ministries, programs, plans and the future of First 

UMC are welcomed. 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
310 Oak Street 
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If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please let us know.  You may call the  
church office at 724-863-6858 or email us office@irwinfirstumc.org 

 

 


