
April 1, 2012
Palm Sunday
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION 

 “The Hosanna Song” – SonShiners and Dance Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: Give thanks to the Holy One, for God is good.

  P: God’s steadfast love endures forever.

  L: With hosannas and praise, we greet the One who calls us.

  P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Most High!

  L: This is the day that God has made.

  P: Let us be glad and rejoice in it!

*HYMN OF PRAISE No 278
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

  LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 

*OPENING PRAYER

  Steadfast Lover of all creation, you sent your Holy Child, Jesus, to teach us how to love the sake of the world, showing us how to love one another by the power of his love.  As we stand with those who sang hosanna at his coming into Jerusalem; as we gaze with those who looked from a distance at his death on the cross, open our ears to the sound of your voice whispering, “Trust in me, always.” Amen.

  SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 50:4-9a

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 839-840

“Psalm 118”

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 

THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM – “Comes the King” - Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY – “Behold the King”

*DOXOLOGY No. 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

   praise Him, all creatures here below:

   praise Him above ye heavenly host;

   praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Holy God, grant us the courage of conviction and the purity of heart to make the journey of this week with Christ. Remind us that the one who was available to help Christ carry his cross was one who was not weighed down with things and possessions of his own to carry. Help us to be generous and sacrificial as we give, able to empty our hands and our cluttered lives, so that we might be available to carry the cross in our present world. In the blessed name of our Savior, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN No. 280
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE 

Mark 11:1-11

  SERMON
*HYMN OF PARTING No. 166
“All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine”

*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING – “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

*Those who are able, please stand.
**********************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH






**********************************************************
5TH ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE”: The money the children collected in their "cups" following the children's sermon during the month of March totaled $710.44      and was given to the “Reflections of Grace Foundation.” The “Race for Grace” was held at the Norwin High School yesterday, March 31, 2012. For more information on the “Race for Grace” you can go to the website at Reflectionsofgrace.org.   An additional $280.00 was collected through envelope donations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************************
LOOKING FOR OUR GRADUATES!  If you or a family member will have graduated high school or college since our last recognition Sunday in May 2011, contact the church office with name, school/college, degree, and future plans. Watch for details about Graduate Sunday. Thank you.
**********************************************************
CARDS FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL: The Outreach Committee is starting a new project to keep in touch with military personnel from our church to let them know we are thinking of them & praying for them. There are Easter cards in the narthex. Please stop on your way out to sign those. If there are others who a have a family member in the military, please contact the office. Thank you.
**********************************************************
COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY BREAKFAST: Friday, April 7th, 7:30 AM at Pluma’s Restaurant. The guest speaker this year will be Wade Nolan.  Nolan's productions have been broadcast worldwide on ABC, CBS, NBC and the BBC. He has sold an unprecedented and unparalleled 4 million videos/DVD’s that bear his mark and has won both national and international awards for his work.

Tickets are available in the church office,  through the Irwin Chamber of Commerce, or from the Ministerium members. For more information on Wade Nolan you may go to www.wadenolan.com on the internet.

*****************************************************

Hunter McGowan will be one of 20 recipient in the United States of the 2012 Yes I Can! Award from the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  Hunter is a 10th grade student at Norwin High School and has deaf-blindness disabilities.  The Yes I Can! Award honors children and youth with disabilities who excel in one of several different categories including academics, athletics, school and community activities, self-advocacy, technology, or transition.  In Hunter’s case it was difficult to choose just one category as he has excelled in all the areas.  

The Yes I Can! Awards will be presented on Friday, April 13th at the CEC Convention in Denver, Colorado.  The CEC is an international community of professionals who are the voice and vision of special and gifted education.  Their mission is to improve, through excellence and advocacy, the education and quality of life for children and youth with exceptionalities and to enhance the engagement of their families.

The Children’s collection this week and next week will be given to Hunter McGowan and his family to offset the cost of their trip to Colorado for Hunter to receive his “Yes I Can” Award.

*****************************************************

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY: We will be celebrating Holy Humor Sunday at both services on the Sunday after Easter, April 15. What is Holy Humor Sunday? 

The idea behind it is that God played the greatest practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. One website about this special Sunday states: “Holy Humor Sunday services not only give Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life.” "Laughter," he said, "releases tension, and we have enough of that these days. I think we all need to stop taking ourselves so seriously. We need to recognize that this is really God's world, and He has so much in store for us. We put too much emphasis on what's wrong and what's bad with it."


As a part of the festivities, we are proclaiming April 15 as Holy Humor Headpiece Day. We are asking everyone in attendance to wear SOMETHING on their head. Feel free to be as silly as you can. This is a chance for everyone to relax, smile, even (GASP!) LAUGH in church! Celebrate the joy we find in our faith!
ATTENTION!!!!
We will be having Vacation Bible School (VBS) this year, but we need your help. Our theme this year will be Operation Overboard – Go Deep with God. 

VBS week will be July 16-20th in the evenings to maximize the children who are able to attend and adults who are able to help. 
There will be a VBS planning meeting Sunday, April 22nd following the 10:45 worship service. We hope you can help to share God’s word with the kids in our church and community.

If you have any questions or ideas contact Jack Tickle – jtickle@pts.edu or 724-448-4934

“Faith is the reality of what we hoped for; the proof of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1


OUR DISTRICT CONFERENCE will be held April 15, at Faith United Methodist Church in Delmont. It will begin at 4:00. The cost is $10.00 per person. Our theme is ‘Health as Wholeness’, as we continue to develop “communities of wholistic wellness” throughout our conference. Our keynote guest this year is Mrs. Bonnie Harr, the district coordinator for Health as Wholeness.

We have been aligned with the Harare West District. Each district has been asked to support a mission project(s). The Greensburg District Mission Team is recommending we support the capital improvement plan for the Kariba and Kajokoto church projects, which include providing roofs, windows and plumbing. The total cost of these projects is $16,000. More information will be provided at District Conference.

You will have the capability of registering and paying online. Everyone is encouraged to use this feature. You can register a single person or group of persons as well. Please register at www.wpaumc.org/register. Please be sure to include all persons attending from your church to aid in attendance at the door. If you do not have internet accessibility, a registration form is attached. All registrations are due in the district office no later than April 5, 2012.
Once again, our congregations are asked to collect an offering on April 15, the day of District Conference. The monies collected can be sent directly to the District Office, but if you prefer, arrangements are in place to receive the offering that afternoon.
************************************************ 
YOU'RE INVITED: To a one day “Share Your Faith Workshop” at Bethany United Methodist Church, 2415 Laveen Street, Latrobe, PA 15650.  It will be on Saturday, April 28, 2012 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM.  The cost is $30 per person for the workshop and lunch.  Questions? Call 724-539-2259 or email bumcoffice@verizon.net.  Reserve your seat now! Go to www.syfonline.org and register!
**********************************************************
MOTHERS/DAUGHTERS/ALL WOMEN...Our Mother’s Day Banquet will be held on Saturday, May 12th at 6:00 PM in our social hall downstairs. It's a "Luau" theme. Chris "Doc" Dixon, a MagiComedian, will provide fun entertainment! We need several people to decorate tables using the theme. A chicken dinner will be catered by Colonial Grille. Adult tickets are $9.00. Tickets for children 3 to 12 will be $4.00. They will be served chicken nuggets and French fries. Children under 3 may attend at no charge. Tickets will be sold in the narthex following both worship services on April 22, April 29th & May 6th. Tickets are all pre-sold. They will not be sold at the door that evening. This evening is not just for mothers & daughters. You may bring an aunt, niece, sister, friend, neighbor, etc. 
.Hope to see you there, Ladies !
Wednesday, April 4


11:30 Midweek Lenten Service at First United Church of Christ on Main Street


         Topic: “The Victory of the Cross”		Scripture:  Luke 23:44-49


         Speaker:  Dr. Ron Wakeman			Special Music:  Diane Waddell


	***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***


No Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group





Next Sunday, April 8


Easter Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


No FISH & CHIPS


No regular music group practices today








Monday, April 2


  9:00 Mezzanine Level in use


10:00 UM Women Executive Board


  7:00 Dartball 








First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org


�HYPERLINK "mailto:irwinfirstumc@comcast.net"�irwinfirstumc@comcast.net�


Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry











Friday, April 6


Good Friday


  7:30 AM - Prayer Breakfast at Pluma’s


12:00 Noon - “Walk of the Cross”

















Thursday, April 5


Maundy Thursday


  6:00 “Living Last Supper” Cast


  7:00 “Living Last Supper” Drama



































Today, Sunday, April 1


Palm Sunday - Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


  9:30 Easter Egg Hunt


10:45 Worship


12:30 Living Last Supper Set-up


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


No regular music group practices today


  6:00 Living Last Supper Dress Rehearsal


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study



































Tuesday, April 3


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  6:00 “Living Last Supper” Cast


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 “Living Last Supper” Drama


  7:30 NA




















