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August 26, 2012
13th Sunday after Pentecost
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
*MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“Where He Leads Me”
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to worship in this holy place.
  P: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to walk with you all of our days.
  L: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to live as your people on earth.
  P: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to be strengthened and blessed by your grace.
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 580
“Lead On, O King Eternal”
*OPENING PRAYER

God of heavenly hosts, we come before you with songs of praise.  As we gather in this earthly sanctuary, we are reminded that your presence is not limited by these walls.  Be with us now and always as we call upon your name.  Hear our prayers, and speak to our souls.  Embrace us with the strength of your mighty love, that we may go forth with our faith emboldened and our courage strengthened to do your will.  Amen
  RESPONSIVE READING No. 804-805

“Psalm 84”
  SCRIPTURE READING 

John 6:56-69
  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 

THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

At this time the children may leave for “Kids Own Worship” on the Mezzanine level.

  ANTHEM

“What a Savior” 
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY 
“Offertory on ‘Land of Rest’”
*DOXOLOGY
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Relentless God of love and grace, you gave the greatest gift of all when you sent Christ into our midst to rescue us from our rebellion and to teach us the way to your Kingdom. When the teaching is hard, there are still many who will turn away. Yet here we are, God of eternity, asking that same question: "Where would we go?" May you bless and consecrate the gifts given this morning, and may they remind us that our sacrifices can never outshine what you gave us in Jesus! This we ask in his holy name. Amen.
*HYMN No. 514
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 6:10-20
  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 513

“Soldiers of Christ, Arise”
*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“March in D”
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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United Methodist Women’s
ALL SEASONS BAZAAR

Saturday, November 3rd!
CRAFTERS NEEDED! We’re asking for crafters for the annual United Methodist Women’s All Seasons Bazaar on Saturday, November 3rd!  If you know of someone, or are a crafter yourself, please call the church to reserve a table. Donations of crafts for the UM Women's table will be greatly appreciated. You can also help us by planning now what you could make for the Bake Sale table. Then, when you get a call in October, you can say "Yes, I know what I can make." Thanks for all your help.    
********************************************************

OUR DAILY BREAD DEVOTIONALS are available on the narthex table in the plastic display case- please take one and/or give one to a friend. We order 30 every 3 months and there are always some to discard. If you are having trouble finding the free devotional, ask an usher they will direct you. Enjoy!

**********************************************************
SOLES 4 SOULS IS BACK!
Beginning Sunday, September 2, 2012 through Sunday, October 7, 2012, new and gently used shoes of all sizes will be collected.  “Soles 4 Souls” is a USA based organization that provides shoes in disaster relief and for the general need of people without shoes.  Any color, style or size of shoe is acceptable.

Shoes can be left in the Narthex under the “Soles 4 Souls” sign.  Financial contributions are also acceptable and can be given to the office with the designation to “Soles 4 Souls.”  

Thank you for supporting this worth while mission.

The Outreach Committee.

**********************************************************
FALL CLEANING!  We have started to organize and clean the pantry to have unified and matching products (plates, cups, plastic-ware, etc) available for all church groups to use. In the meantime, we have a lot of odds and ends or just mixed-matched cups, plastic-ware, bowls, plates, food products, etc. that need to find a home. This is a great time to get ready for Sunday school or your group for the fall! Please come check out the tables and take whatever you intend to use. We will no longer be storing all the random odds and ends in the pantry. These tables will be set up for 2 weeks for people to look over and then will be redistributed as appropriate - stop by if you want something! 
Thanks!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CROSS & FLAME:   The September issue of the Cross & Flame is now available.  You may pick up a copy from on the table in the narthex.

**********************************************************
DISCIPLE II ORIENTATION:  If you have participated in Disciple 1, and want to further your knowledge of the Bible, the Disciple 2 study group is for you.  We will meet on Thursday, August 30th at 7:00 PM for an orientation for the class.  Please see Rev. Lake if you are interested of have any questions.

**********************************************************

 “THE UPPER ROOM”: The September/October issue of the Upper Room is now available.  You can read inspiring stories from Christians around the world, scriptures, and prayers that will help guide you through your day.  Both small and large print copies are available.  Pick one up in the Narthex today.
********************************************************
ROTARY BACKPACK PROGRAM:  The Children’s Collections during the month of August will benefit the Rotary Food Back Pack Program.  In the Irwin area there are children who go to school on Monday morning hungry.  They have spent the whole weekend without a meal!  The Norwin Rotary has come up with a plan to feed these children on the weekends. They are asking for your help with this program.  

Each Friday the children will be given a backpack filled with food for the weekend.  They will return the empty backpack on Monday to be refilled for the following weekend.  The Rotary is asking for monetary donations to fund this program.  Any financial help you can give to assist in feeding these children will be greatly appreciated.  Collected to date: 8/5 - $220.22
8/12 - $209.33

8/19 – 209.05

**********************************************************

NEW WOMEN'S BOOK STUDY GROUP STARTING THIS FALL!  Starting Wednesday September 5th, we will begin a group for study, fellowship, and compassion as Christian women sharing in a journey of faith. 

We will start by studying the book of James through an 8 session DVD series by Beth Moore "James: Mercy Triumphs". Topics in this study include: joy, hardship, faith, reversal of fortunes for rich and poor, wisdom, gifts from above, single-mindedness, the dangers of the tongue, humility, and prayer.

This group will meet every-other Wednesday evening starting Sept 5th, 7-8:30pm, fellowship time followed by ~ 1 hour video sessions. There is an additional workbook, as a supplement for those who want to dive deeper beyond the class. 

If you are interested to join or have any questions, please contact the church office.
***************************************************** 
LAY LEADERSHIP: The Lay Leadership committee has started to meet, working to fill positions on our committees for the coming year.  Our church committees include:
Church Council
Trustees
Outreach
Witness

Lay Leadership
Finance
Nurture
Staff/Parish Relations

We all have talents that God has given us and He has asked us to share those talents with others to further His kingdom.  You CAN make a difference by helping our church leaders make First United Methodist Church of Irwin a more enjoyable place to worship, fellowship, and minister to each other and those outside our building.
If you are interested in serving on any of these committees please contact Rev. Lake or the church office.
The Lay Leadership committee will meet again on Wednesday, August 29th at 7:00 PM.
***************************************************** 
HEARTS TO GOD; HANDS TO WORK 

Our next dedication is scheduled for September 16, 2012 for both services.  Please bring your prayer shawls to the Altar rail prior to Sunday service for dedication. See Leanne or Cindi to obtain the prayer card for attachment. After the dedication, anyone who wants, or needs a prayer shawl, please take one to your loved one. 

Other ministry items to be dedicated may include: baby blankets, preemie and infant hats and baby sweaters. Please bring these items to the altar rail for dedication also. Nancy will then mail these baby items to her daughter, Kathleen at the hospital where she serves. 

Last but not least … Hearts to God; Hands to Work Sunday school class will be resuming for the Fall for the first Sunday in September. We meet in the Little Parlor off the Adult Sunday school Room for Sunday school at 9:30. We are a small, casual and caring group. All are welcomed to come and join. We offer patterns for Prayer Shawls and knitting and crocheting instructions are available too! Our concerns are caring for our Church Family through the ministry the best way we are able with Christ as our Leader. Come and visit and see what we are about.

********************************************************

FISH & CHIPS Announcements!

Fall and the start of school are fast upon us! There will be some changes for youth group this year. Our first day of youth group will be on Sunday September 9th!
We will now be meeting on Sunday evenings and separating the age groups. 

CHIPS will be for grades 5-7th meeting 6:15-7pm and FISH will be for grades 8-12th meeting 7:30-8:30pm. There will be a hangout/fellowship time from 7-7:30 for all youth. 

Greensburg district youth meetings will be held the first Sunday of each month at local churches. During these Sundays the evening FISH & CHIPS groups will be combined. The first district youth meeting will be held August 26th at Westmoreland Mall 2:30 – meeting at the church 2pm for all who wish to attend. 

Jack will have a schedule for the youth for the fall in the next week or so for upcoming events!  Please contact Jack Tickle if you have any questions @724-448-4934 or jtickle@pts.edu. 

Keep our youth and leaders in your prayers for this upcoming school year!

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:30-31.

**********************************************************

MEN’S DARTBALL TEAM:  Our Dartball team is preparing for the 2012-2013 season.  The teams are from area churches and compete Monday evenings, September through April, with an awards banquet in May.  If you are interested in being part of their team, or would just like more information, please contact 

the church office.
**********************************************************
HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE SUPPORT GROUP MEETING: A support group meeting will be held on Saturday, September 8, 2012, at 11:00 AM at the Community United Methodist Church on Route 130 in Penn Township. Kim Etzel, MSN, RN, past president of the Western PA/Pittsburgh Chapter, will be the guest speaker. The meeting will be held in the Patterson Parlor on the second floor (please park in the back of the church and enter through the double glass doors by the office). Anyone who wants to know more about Huntington's Disease is welcome to attend. For more information or directions, please contact 724-744-3754.
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation
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Wednesday, August 29


  7:00 Lay Leadership


  





Tuesday, August 28


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 Finance


  7:30 NA
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Next Sunday, August 26


14th Sunday after Pentecost


Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship  





Thursday, August 30


7:00 Disciple 2 Bible Study Orientation
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Today, August 26


13th Sunday after Pentecost


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship  
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