[image: image1.jpg]



First united Methodist church

310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642

724-863-6858

www.irwinfirstumc.org

irwinfirstumc@comcast.net
Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor

Zaq Phillips – Youth Minister

Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry

longest night/blue christmas

december 21, 2013

Music of Preparation
*Call to Worship
  L: In the midst of festivities, shouts, and bright lights, we feel the darkness of our souls. 

  P: Come, God of power and Light, help us. 

  L: In the midst of gatherings, we feel alone and alienated. 

  P: Come, God of peace and Hope, hear our cries.

  L: In the midst of celebration, our hearts cry out. 

  P: Lord, hear us and come to us. Bring us peace. AMEN. 
*Hymn #626, v. 1, 2, and 3 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  
L: This is the time of endings and beginnings when the small signs    

      of dawn pierce through the night and something new is born. 
P: As the darkness clears away with each candle set aflame--  

     hope… peace...  love… and joy.  These are God's gifts, even 
     in  our waiting for dawn. 
L: Let us prepare ourselves for the God-child to be born anew 
     in our time, in our life, in our present moment—

P:  even while we sing of the God-child coming once upon a 
      time to Mary.  In our end is our beginning, in our time, 
      infinity; in our death a resurrection unrevealed until its 
      season. Godly signs gleam in our darkness.
*Hymn #707 "Hymn of Promise"   

Opening Prayer: 
God of love and understanding, we gather here this evening to confront our pain in the midst of the world's celebration. Help us to know that you are present with us in all of our moods and feelings and seasons. Grant us a taste of the hope, peace, joy and love that you promise to all of your people through the gift of your son Jesus. AMEN. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Luke 14: 15-24
Matthew 11: 28-29
Revelation 21: 1-7
*Hymn #2095 (tfws) "Star-Child"
MESSAGE

CANDLELIGHTING

*Hymn 239 "Silent Night, Holy Night" 

Blessing
Leader: Go in peace, knowing that the God, whose love created this world, sent Jesus into the same world to be our friend, companion, and Savior. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. 

People: Thanks be to God. AMEN. 

Music of Parting
You may leave an offering in the baskets at the entrances to the sanctuary.
