[image: image1.jpg]We wish to thank everyone for the gifis we
received during the Christmas season.
We greatly appreciate your kindness and
generosity, not only through the holidays,

but all through the year.
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*************************************************************
December 29, 2013
  GATHERING & WELCOME 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you.
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION

“He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child”
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

     L: Welcome, my friends, to this sacred place on the last Sunday of the year.
     P: Let us gather ourselves for worship and recount the gracious deeds of the Lord.
     L: Let us remember all the Lord has done for us.
     P: He has shown us mercy according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
     L: Let us remember what is past and look forward with faith to the possibilities of the future. 

     P: The Lord has lifted us up and carried us in the days of old.  He is our savior in times of our distress.  To the redeeming and ever-present love of God, let us lift our voices in praise!
*OPENING PRAYER

    God of holy mystery, it was no heavenly stranger that came to save us; it was no divine afterthought that freed us from captivity to aimlessness and sin; it was no casual gesture that fashioned our salvation.  As we laugh and sing our praises at Christmas time, remind us once more of what you offer us: a love born of endless searching, a connection born of deep longing, a future born of selfless sacrifice.  As we praise you with our lips, and love you with our hearts, be with us now, for we are your people, and your are our God.  Amen 

  SCRIPTURE  READING 
Matthew 2:13-23
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 246
“Joy to the World”
Children come forward during the last verse.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM
  10:45      “Angels Medley”

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”

*DOXOLOGY 
“Christmas Doxology”
“Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son.

         Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three-in-One.

   Here we offer to you gladly, all the gifts that you impart,

         As we glory in your presence, giving from a grateful heart.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 

Holy God of Christmas and every day, keep the joy of your coming in our hearts as we move beyond the stable and into the world. May the joy of giving that has filled our hearts this week move us to share our tithes and offerings with love and devotion to you. Remind us that we can't stay by the manger, but must move back into a world where children are still in danger and families still flee as refugees from persecution and injustice. May the gifts we give be used in every way to bring your compassion and grace to those who suffer and who live on the margins. We pray this in the holy name of Christ, our Savior and Redeemer! Amen.
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PRAYER HYMN No. 219      “What Child Is This”

    Altar is open during the hymn.

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  SERMON SCRIPTURE 
  Isaiah 63:7-9

  SERMON
  

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 224

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Carols of Joy and Wonder”
*Those who are able, please stand.
*******************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH





*******************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*******************************************************
We express our Christian sympathy to the family and friends of Cora Rain.  Cora passed away on Saturday, December 21st.  At 101, she was the oldest member of our church.  May God comfort and bless all those whose lives she touched.

*******************************************************
We received a Christmas card from Julie Wiancko this past week with the following message to our congregation:

Hope your Christmas is blessed with a very real sense of just how near the Lord always is to you – and just how much He loves you.  Peace and blessings to everyone at First UMC.  Thanks for walking with me in prayer!
Julie Wiancko 
*******************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: This week our children’s collection will be given to the Project Happy Feet. This is the Greensburg District program that provides our school districts with vouchers to purchase shoes for needy children in our area. 
Project Happy Feet – 12/15/13 - $222.00
12/22/13 - $288.28

**********************************************************

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR CAMP SUNDAY!  On Sunday, January 12th we will be sharing some camp information during both worship services about our three United Methodist Camps...Jumonville, Camp Allegheny and Wesley Woods.  This also means that everyone attending church that week can come in "Camp Clothes".  If you have a Camp T-shirt, please wear it!  If you have a camp story, please tell it!  I am looking for anyone who has attended camp to share your experience with other kids and adults!  Following the services, everyone is welcome to stop by the parlor for some s'mores and hot chocolate!  The new 2014 Camping Brochures will be available at that time! 

 **********************************************************
ALL 2013 CONTRIBUTIONS must be in to the office by Tuesday, December 31, 2013 to be credited on your 2013 Annual Giving Statement. Contributions received after December 31, 2013 will be posted to your 2014 Annual Giving Statement.
Also, any receipts for items that you may have bought for the church and wish to be reimbursed for or have credit for on your annual giving statement must be turned in by January 15, 2014. After January 15th the 2013 financial records will be closed and all credits will go toward the 2014.

*******************************************************
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! MURDER?  The Outreach committee is planning a murder mystery play and dinner for February.  The play is entitled Suspect Hollywood and during the auditions for the blockbuster hit, The Perils of the Prodigal Son, someone gets murdered.

We want your help, so we're putting out a casting call for a total of nine actors.  We need 4 male, 3 female and 2 either male or female roles.  No experience necessary.
*******************************************************
PASTORAL SERVICES OFFICE AT WESTMORELAND HOSPITAL: Volunteers are being sought to serve in the Pastoral Services Office at Westmoreland Hospital.  It is our hope to have 30 volunteers who will serve once every six weeks. 

Responsibilities include preparing all papers for the clergy roster each day, inform pastors who may call who from their church may be hospitalized, answer phone calls, distribute parking passes, greet pastors and visitors who answer the office, keep track of people requesting a pastoral visit, and calling churches to let them know who from their church has been admitted to the hospital.  It is our goal to have a volunteer staff the Pastoral Services Office Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  

A training session will be held on January 15 at 9:00 AM at the hospital.  To date we have 21 volunteers signed up for the training session.

Anyone interested in serving as a volunteer in the Pastoral Services Office, or may have any questions, please contact Rev. John M. Smaligo at 724-610-1441.
**********************************************************

EPIPHANY SUNDAY – CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS

Sunday, January 5, 2014

Please bring a candle and put your name on the bottom of it.  We will light the candles during the service.  After the service, come up, take a different candle home with you, and throughout the year, pray for the family or individual whose name is on the bottom of that candle.
**********************************************************

NURSING HOME MINISTRY: I am looking for additional lay folks to participate in our Nursing Home Ministry.  We have a full worship Service each Sunday at four local facilities.  The person should be a Lay speaker or Certified Lay Speaker and recommended by his or her pastor.    We have two services in the Greensburg area and two in the Latrobe area.  For information they can reach me directly at 724-238-5780.  Richard P. Ziegenfus, 

e-mail:  rpz2@verizon.net  ,  www.entechhr.com
**********************************************************
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Zaq Phillips – Youth Minister


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry





Thursday, January 2


Office Closes at noon


  6:15 C Bells


  7:00 Disciple 3


  7:15 Choir





Today, Sunday, December 29


1st Sunday after Christmas


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


No Music Group practices


No Youth Group meetings





Friday, January 3


Office Closes at noon





Monday, December 30


Office closes at noon


No Dartball





Next Sunday, January 5


Epiphany Sunday


Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  4:00 Temple Bells


  4:45 SonShiners





Tuesday, December 31


Office closes at noon


  7:30 NA








Wednesday, January 1


Happy New Year!


Building Closed
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