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December 9, 2012
Second Sunday of Advent

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION

  8:15 – “O Come, O, Come Emmanuel”


10:45 – “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” - Temple Bells
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L:  Prepare the way of the Lord. 

  P:  Christ comes like a refiner’s fire, burning away the impurities within.

  L:  Prepare the way of the Lord.

  P:  Christ comes like fullers’ soap, cleansing our sin and purifying our hearts.
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 209
“Blessed Be the God of Isreal”

  LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

(After the second candle is lit)
ALL: With gratitude for your light, O God, we will prepare to welcome a new birth of your love. 

HYMN   “Peace” (set to the tune of "Away in a Manger")
Your advent, Emmanuel, now we embrace,

Your peace with all creatures, your promise of grace. 

Your Word is made flesh and your blessing you give,

That we, too, in peace with all others may live.

OPENING PRAYER

  God of mystery, you enter the wilderness of our lives, calling us to prepare for Christ’s coming. Fill the valleys of our hearts and bring low the mountains of our pride and conceit. Make straight the paths of our feet, that we may follow in your ways. Smooth out the rough edges of our souls— edges that chafe those we should hold close— and guide our feet in the ways of peace. As we prepare once more for the advent of your Son, keep us in full fellowship with you and with one another, that our lives may bear a harvest of righteousness. Amen.

  SCRIPTURE READING

Malachi 3:1-4

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM 
10:45 SonShiners – “The First Day of Christmas” - SonShiners

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
*CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY (tune: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God , all creatures here below:

            praise God above ye heavenly host;

            
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Great God of the mountains and the valleys, we make this journey of Advent, confident of the coming of the Messiah; but in that confidence, we often have ignored the call to repentance. We have rushed to the stable and manger scene and have turned our backs on the real work of change in our lives and transformation in our world, making mountains low and valleys high, and making the love made flesh in Jesus accessible to all and not just to a few. As we give our gifts this morning, may they do the work of kingdom construction. May the work of renovation begin in our hearts, that "all flesh shall see the salvation of God." In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN No. 206
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Luke 1:68-79

  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 238
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“I Saw Three Ships”
*Those who are able, please stand.

******************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS 

This week’s collection will go to help the 8th through 12th graders buy a cow through Heifer International.  Heifer International works to end poverty by promoting self-sufficiency through the gift of livestock. A cow costs $500. 
Collection: 12/2/2012 – Salvation Army - $381.10

********************************************************

ANGEL TREE & CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: The sign up board for Christmas Food Baskets and the Angel Tree are up in the Narthex. The Outreach Committee thanks you for supporting our angel tree and Christmas Food bags again this year.

We still have several angels left on the tree.  Each angel represents a child who may not receive any gifts for Christmas if we do not help.  Please, if you can find it in your heart to help a child have a happier holiday, pick one of the angels off the tree and purchase the $25.00 gift that is listed.  You will brighten the holiday for not only the child and their family, but for yourself as well.

All food items and angel tree gifts need to be returned by next Sunday, December 16th by the 10:45 service. All angel tree gifts need to be wrapped with the angel you took attached to the gift. 

******************************************************************
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP: The Women’s Bible Study Group will meet on Wednesday, December 12th at 10:00 AM.  Any woman who is interested in learning more about the Bible is invited to attend our informal monthly class on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, from September through May, at 10:00 AM.  

******************************************************************

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT: December 19th @ 6:30 – It's a Covered Dish Dinner and we'll be making the ham. Caroling at Redstone afterwards - please come!

******************************************************************

WOMEN'S BOOK STUDY: WINTER/SPRING 2013: Starting January 9, 2013 our Women's book study group will be studying Unglued: Making Wise Choices in the Midst of Raw Emotions - by Lysa TerKeurst, a 6 session DVD and optional independent book study. We will continue to meet on a regular basis January through May every-other Wednesday at 7:00 pm. All woman are welcome to attend. If you are interested in the participant's guide to follow along with the DVD ($6.00) and/or the book to read on your own ($10.50) please sign up and give money to Barb Baston or Carolyn Tickle by Wednesday December 12th. We recommend you have the participant's guide for our bi-weekly sessions together, but it is not required. Additionally, you can order either book on your own and there are electronic versions of the book available. 

******************************************************************

2012 SERVICE OF LIGHT
Monroeville United Methodist Church, 219 Center Road, Monroeville PA
Wednesday, December 19, 6 p.m.
For many, the Christmas season can be a time of great joy and happiness. But if you have suffered the loss of a loved one, a job, a marriage, a friendship or even a dream, the season can be bittersweet. If this sounds like you, or someone you know, we invite you to join others in similar circumstances to remember the holiday and its promise in a quieter, less hectic way. Join us for dinner and a gentle service of light in which we offer our prayers, sorrow or disappointment to God who came in a quiet stable on a silent, holy night to love and restore us.
The dinner is at 6 p.m. and the service at 7 p.m. Please invite anyone who may be hurting to join us. There is no cost for the dinner and service, but we ask that you make reservations by December 14 so that we can make adequate preparations. Please call the church office, 412-372-7474, to reserve your space.

******************************************************************
BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP WITH THOSE WHO MOURN
Ligonier-Calvary UMC, on the corner of St. Clair and Church Streets in Ligonier

Sunday, December 9, at 2:00 PM
Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am feeling blue." Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other disease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other human situations, make parties and joviality painful for many people. There is a growing attentiveness to the needs of people who are blue at Christmas.  Ligonier-Calvary UMC is creating sacred space for people living through dark times. This service will be reflective, accepting where we really are, and holding out healing and hope.
If you or someone you know is looking for such a service this year, we recommend this offering at Calvary UMC. If you have questions or need further clarification, please don’t hesitate to call the pastor at 724-331-9435.
Praying our way through….Pastor Ardyth “Ardi” Hill

******************************************************************
THE LIVING LAST SUPPER DVD: Do your holiday shopping early. A DVD of the Living Last Supper would make a perfect gift for anyone. They are sturdily packaged so you can easily mail them to those out of town. The cost is $10 per DVD and may be purchased from Dianne Runser.




First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry














Wednesday, December 12


10:00 Women’s Bible Study


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


  7:00 Church Council 














Tuesday, December 11


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:00 Trustees


  7:30 NA





Next Sunday, December 16


Third Sunday of Advent 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH








Monday, December 10


  7:00 Dartball - A





Saturday, December 15


  10:00 Food Bank– help needed
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Friday, December 14


  9:30 Food Bank Truck – help needed











Today, Sunday, December 9


Second Sunday of Advent 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  7:00 Irwin Male Chorus Concert


No Youth Group Meetings
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Thursday, December 13


Office closes at 11:00 AM 


  Meeting with the District Superintendent


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C Bells


  7:00 Disciple 2


  7:15 Choir
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