
 
December 12, 2021 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

December  Memory Verse - Mathew 7:1 
“Do not judge or you too will be judged.” 

 
The service is under the control of the Holy Spirit. 

*Please stand if you are able. 

 
Rev. Bruce R. Judy, Pastor - 724-747-6098 (call or text) 

Dianne Runser - Music Ministries     
Ronald Slavin - Youth Ministries 

     Laura Willby - Contemporary Music Coordinator 

First United Methodist Church 
310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA  15642 

724-863-6858 
www.irwinfirstumc.org 

 

office@irwinfirstumc.org  Like us on Facebook 

*MUSIC OF PARTING”          “Festive Postlude” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S SERVICE  

Worship Host - Robbyn Slavin 
Music Leader - 10:45 a.m. - David Lyons 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK AT FUMC 

Saturday Service - 10 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. - 62 10:45 a.m. - 70 
 Facebook, YouTube, Zoom - 24 

 

 

 GATHERING & WELCOME 
 
 OPENING PRAYER 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 L:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P:  And also with you. 
 
 MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 
 THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 
 THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 
 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                  8:15 a.m. - Barb Worthington 
          10:45 a.m. - Bryan Family 
 
 MUSIC OF PREPARATION           “While Shepherds Watch” 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         Isaiah 12:2-6 
 L: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The Lord, 
  the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my  
  salvation.”  

COPY RIGHT INFORMATION 
 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” - CCLI Song # 4758525 , C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis 
Wade | William Henry Monk, © Words: Public Domain, Music: Public Domain, All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1584024  
“Advent Doxology” - Words copyright © 2003 Brenda J. Heard. Permission to copy and 
use in local church worship and music is granted with the inclusion of this entire copyright 
citation on every copy or screen. Source: The United Methodist General Board of 
Discipleship, Center for Worship Resourcing, PO Box 340003, Nashville, Tennessee 
37203-0003. Telephone (615) 340-7070; Website http://www.umcworship.org; Email 
Address: WorshipCenter@gbod.org  
“Jesus Name Above All Names” - CCLI Song # 21291Naida Hearn, © 1974, 1978 
Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.), All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License # 1584024  
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” - CCLI Song # 85158 John Mason Neale, © Words: 
Public Domain, Music: Public Domain All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 



*HYMN No. 2071       “Jesus Name Above All Names” 
 1.  Jesus, name above all names,  
      Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.  
      Emmanuel, God is with us,  
      Blessed Redeemer, living Word.  
 
 CHILDREN’S CHAT 
 
 ANTHEM     10:45 a.m. - “Emmanuel Is Coming” - Chancel Choir 
 
 JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 For our joys we say:  “Praise the Lord” 
 For our concerns we say:  “Lord hear our prayers” 
 
 PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN 
  
*GOSPEL READING             Luke 3:7-18 
 L:  The Word of God for the children of God. 
 P:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 SERMON        “What Shall We Do?” 
 
 *HYMN No. 224     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
 1.  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
      Give ye heed to what we say:  News, news! Jesus Christ is born today! 
      Ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now. 
      Christ is born today!  Christ is born today! 
 
 3.  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
      Now ye need not fear the grave:   
      News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save! 
      Calls you one and calls you all to gain His everlasting hall. 
      Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 
 
*BENEDICTION 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (cont.)         Isaiah 12:2-6 
 P: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.   
 L: In that day you will say: “Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
  make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that 
  his name is exalted.  
 P: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be  
  known to all the world.   
 L: Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One  
  of Israel among you.”  
 P: Amen. 
 
*HYMN No. 234           “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
      O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.   
      Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
  
 Chorus 
      O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
      O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
 2.  True God of true God, Light of light Eternal, 
      Lo, He shuns not the virgin's womb; 
      Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 
 
 Chorus 
 
 WORD OF GOD           Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 
 PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERING 
 
*OFFERTORY           “O Wondrous Star” 
 
*ADVENT DOXOLOGY (tune – “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”) 
 “Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, 
   Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three-in-One. 
   Here we offer to you gladly all the gifts that you impart, 
   As we glory in your Presence, giving from a grateful heart.”  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 
 



PRAYER QUILTS AND PRAYER SHAWLS - Stitch in 
Faith  &  Hands to Work, Hearts to God Ministries continue to offer 
dedicated quilts, baby blankets, prayer shawls, lap afghans and 
afghans to those in need of one.  However, we need your help in 
distributing them.  Don't forget to please notify one of the Pastors 
if prayers are needed.  Any questions, notify Mary Reed or Cindi 
Painter. 

BLESSING BOX - We stock our Blessing Box with toiletry items for those who are 
in need of them in our community.  The need at this time is very great and we hope 
you can help.  If you have donations of new items such as tooth paste and tooth 
brushes, shampoo and conditioner, bath soap, deodorant or any personal hygiene 
items, please bring them to the church when you come for Saturday or Sunday 
services.  Please be sure that all items are new and in their original packaging.  If 
you have any questions about the Blessing Box, please contact Pastor Bruce or 
Ron.  Additional Blessings Boxes are located in Irwin at the First Assembly of God 
Church on Oak Street (canned goods) and at the Cheesecake Café on Main Street 
(books.) 

WENDELL’S VISION - We are still waiting to receive your request(s) for that project/
task you need or want to check off your “things to do list”.  We will not be starting any 
new projects/tasks now until after the new year, but that shouldn’t stop you from 
filling out that request form you got or need to get from our ministry station in the 
“June Coons Ministry Outreach Center” (the old assembly room).  We are praying for 
you in anticipation of that request.  Let’s work together to fulfill your wishes.  No 
request is too small; however, some may not be possible for various reasons.  But 
unless you ask, we’ll never know.   All requests are vetted using the same criteria for 
fairness.  The only thing we ask is that you are a regular attendee of the Saturday or 
Sunday services of Irwin First.  Check out the church website for the latest photos of 
Before & After recently posted.  
 All of the volunteers hope you have a Joyous Christmas and a Grand New 
Yea.  May the Reason for the Season continue to Bless this Ministry!!! 

Coordinators, Patty & Jack Osterman 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER! 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who has supported the gift card fundraiser 
benefitting First United Methodist Church Ministries thus far! Your 
overwhelming support is truly appreciated by both the downtown small 
business restaurants and First United Methodist Church.  At this time we 
have sold out of a couple of restaurants and have less than 10 left for all 

businesses except McFeeley’s Chocolate.  If you have a specific restaurant in mind, 
please don’t delay – purchase this week in the June Coons Ministry Room between 
services. 
 
Listed below are the gift cards available as of the printing of the bulletin: 
 
 · $10 cards – Brandy’s on Main, Gato Taco and Tequila, Salsa Sam’s  
   McFeeley’s Chocolate 
 
 · $5 cards – Do Wood Fired 
 
The gift cards are also sold daily from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in the church office and 
between Sunday services from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  If one of those times does not work, 
please fill out the form below along with the correct amount of cash or a check made 
out to FUMC and drop it in the Offering Box in the church office door.  You can also 
mail this information to First United Methodist Church, 310 Oak St, Irwin, PA 15642. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Church Office at 724-863-6858 or at 
office@irwinfirstumc.org 

 
Thank you for your support of First United Methodist Church Ministries! 

 
+ + + + + + +  

 
Name   ___________________________________________________________  

 

Address  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Total – Cash or Check {please circle one} 
 

Please list the number of each restaurant card beside the business name. 
 
 
 

_____Brandy’s on Main                         Gato Taco and Tequila     _____Salsa Sam’s 

 

_____McFeeley’s Chocolate                  Do Wood Fired                  

CHRISTMAS CARDS - Please bring  a Christmas card from your family 
to your church family and place it on the board in the Narthex.  Share the 
joy of Christmas this year and always. 



HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS - Our church office is open Monday through Friday from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  The office telephone number is 724-863-6858 and the office 
email is office@irwinfirstumc.org.  During the upcoming holidays, the church office 
will be closed December 24 and 27 for Christmas and December 31 and January 3 
for New Years.  ATTENTION:  Tuesday, December 14, Thursday, December 16 
and Friday, December 17, the office will have limited access so we can work 
on updating the new church membership software.  As always, we will be 
available for any emergencies that may arise. 

DAILY BREAD - December, January and February's Daily Bread is available in 
"June Coon's Assembly Room".  They are free and are located in the literature rack 
by the windows.  Feel free to take as many as you like! They are great stocking 
stuffers!  Enjoy a reading a devotional each day! 

LOOKING AHEAD - Our “Blue Christmas Service” will take place at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 21st.  There is a “Covered Dish Luncheon” on Sunday, 
December 19 following the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  On Christmas Eve we will 
have 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. Candlelight Services and on Christmas Day at 11:00 
a.m. there will be a “Come as You Are” Christmas Service. 

 
ANGEL TREE  - The Angel Tree gifts are due back today.  Please contact 
Robbyn if you have any questions. Robbyn can be reached at 724-600-
5940 or by email at robbyn.slavin@irwinfirstumc.    

LOVE OFFERING - Our facilities’ manager, Phill Paden, will be retiring as of 
December 31, 2021.  Let us show our appreciation for the many hours and years 
that Phill has served First United Methodist Church.  We will be collecting a “Love 
Offering” beginning today through the end of December.  Please use the enclosed 
envelope to place your gift in the collection plate.   

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT - The Staff Christmas Gift 
envelope in the bulletin, during the month of December, 
is to show your appreciation to all members of our staff 
for their hard work throughout the year.  Our staff 
consists of (in no particular order):  Pastor Bruce and 
Bonnie, Ron and Robbyn Slavin, Phill Paden, Frederic 
(Fritz) and Dianne Runser, Laura Willby, Josh Burger, 
Joyce Shaffer and Connie Peripanos.  These people are 
the face of the church and your generous gift will be 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES - As we are approaching the new year, we are 
making specific changes that will affect all of you.  We have taken your questions/
concerns in reference to our outdated tithing envelopes, and we replaced them 
with a NEW revised booklet.  This booklet along with a “Key Code Card” will give 
members a better sense of privacy and security, as well as a more organized 
process. You will receive booklets quarterly.  Holidays will show on the quarter in 
which the holiday falls.  A “Key Code Card” example is below and will remain in 
the bulletin weekly through the entire month of December.  We will include a 
paper copy of the “Key Code Card” in the bulletin during the entire month of 
January.  New contribution booklets will be mailed during the weeks of Monday, 
December 20th and Monday, December 27th.  If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact the Financial Secretary at 724-863-6858.   

CONTRIBUTION CODE KEY 
 

Use the following codes when contributing or  
write a specific mission you would like to support. 

200 
General Fund 

514 
$2 Fund 

701 
Utilities 

500 
Conn Appt 

80 
Memorial 

215 
Love  

Offering 
 
 

361 
Food Bank 

45 
PDF 

  

226  
Communion 

232 
Thanksgiving 

324 
Brown Bag 
/Comm Dinner 

 
 

217 
Easter 

211 
Palm  

Sunday 

212 
Maundy 

Thursday 

213 
Good Friday 

216 
Lent 

87 
Wendells 

40 
Youth 

13 
VBS 

   Boiler 
Repair 

 
 

 Café  Write In           

NATIVITY GROUP AND QUILTERS - The Nativity Group will continue to meet 
each Tuesday morning (and Saturdays if needed) until the week after Epiphany. 
Quilting will resume in January on the first and third Tuesdays.  Nativity will meet 
every second and fourth Tuesdays.  Any questions, please notify Mary Reed or 
Cindi Painter.  We welcome anyone who would like to join us “you are a stranger 
but once”!  We really do have fun! 



HOSPITAL CALLS AND VISITS—If you or someone you know is in the hospital or 
would like a visit from Pastor Bruce, please call the office or you may call/message 
Pastor Bruce directly at 724-747-6098.  Remember, Pastor Bruce cannot provide 
care to our congregation if he does not know there is a need.   

 
IN PERSONAL CARE AND REHABILITATION FACILITIES 

Wanda H. - Walden View; Dorothy B. - Asbury Heights, Mt. 
Lebanon; Mary Greene & James R., Sr. - St. Anne’s Home, 
Greensburg; Doris C. - Golden Heights, Harrison City; Altozoe S. - 
Hempfield Manor. 

 
  CONTINUOUS PRAYER 

Bill and Elaine M., Linda K., Larry R., Jule K., Mark L., Brent L., Kurt W. & Family, 
Cheryl and John M., Tim and Diane N., Rick H., Marlin A. and Nancy P., Joe S., Joe 
L., Virginia, Jennifer N., Curt E., Valerie M., Patty H., Jeff M., Donna H., John B., 
Dean and Dorothy, Chris E., Rose N., Sara C., Fred and Barb S., Mischa and 
Suzanne S., Diane B., John G., Noah C., Craig C., Red, Dawn, Amy P., Chuck K., 
Pat M., Jane I., Ashley, Stu S., Shawn S., Christa L., Rhonda, Beverly and Tom D., 
Laura, Stephanie S., Dave W., Bill and Elaine M., Kim V., Dorothy A., Paul and Iva 
Lou B., Jackie S., Lesley K., Debbie N., Cliff R., Penny and Jerry M., Ron M., Father 
John Moineau, Shirley B., Brandon G., Kathy H. and  

Missionaries:  Bob & Natalie F. and Family (India), John and Diane K. (Mexico)  
and Connie Wieck. 

 
THIS MONTH’S PRAYER LIST 

We will change the prayer list the first Sunday of each month.  Please contact the 
church office with names for the list. 

 
Mike and Debbie A., Jim and Diane H., Denny and Karen H., Denise Downey family, 
Madison and babies, Trenton, Vi, Sandy L., Neil and Alma, Bob W., Jim and 
Georganne M., Allan H., Arthur B., the Ron Lohr family, Arthur Blake and the Blake 
family, our world, First Responders and Military, our Country and Leaders, job 
situations and those traveling. 
 

MILITARY PERSONNEL 
Brandon D., Colby S., Angelo W., Nicholas P., David J., Amanda M., James G., 
Emery M., Makayla L., Mark Russak, Sara D., Jeremy L., Carl B., Dylan A., Thomas 
C. and Edward J. III. 

THIS WEEK AT IRWIN FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Feel free to contact Pastor Bruce at any time if you are in need of pastoral care.   

His contact information is as follows:  724-747-6098 (call or text) - preacherptl@gmail.com 
 
Sunday, December 12 - 3rd Sunday in Advent - Angel Tree gifts due today 
  8:15 a.m. - In-Church and Drive-in Church (Radio 87.9 FM) 
  9:30 a.m. - Sunday School and Temple Chimes practice 
10:45 a.m. - In-Church and Drive-in Church - Radio 87.9 FM, Facebook, YouTube and 
Zoom (Meeting ID#:  633 303 454    Password:  104289) 
12:00 p.m. - Soup and Sandwich Luncheon and Movie - Christmas Chronicles II 
Monday, December 13  
10:00 a.m. - United Methodist Women 
  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts 
  7:00 p.m. - Dartball (Make Up) 
Tuesday, December 14 
  9:00 a.m. - Nativity Group 
  6:00 p.m. - Girls’ Basketball Practice 
  7:00 p.m. - Trustees Meeting 
  7:30 p.m. - NA  
Wednesday, December 15 - No Salvation Army 
10:00 a.m. - Zoom Prayer Group Meeting 
           Zoom Meeting ID#: 311 4389 930, Password:  3U22u3 
10:00 a.m. - Staff Christmas Party at Candy’s Corner 
  5:00 p.m. - Youth Group 
  7:00 p.m. - AA    
Thursday, December 16  
  6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts 
  6:00 p.m. - Girls Basketball 
  6:15 p.m. - C Bells 
  6:30 p.m. - NA 
  7:15 p.m. - Choir   
Friday, December 17 
  6:00 p.m. - Christmas Community Dinner 
  6:15-8:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts 
Saturday, December 18 
  9:00 a.m. - Nativity Group 
  9:00 a.m. - Cookie Tray Assembling 
11:00 a.m. - Lunch with Santa 
  6:00 p.m. - Contemporary Worship Christmas Service & Dinner 
Sunday, December 19 - 4th Sunday in Advent - Cookie Trays Pick Up 
  8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service 
  9:30 a.m. - Sunday School  
12:00 p.m. - Church Christmas Covered-Dish Luncheon 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3 of our Progressive Nativity Experience at  
       Irwin First United Methodist Church - 2021  

 
 Lighting the Advent candle, this third week of Advent, is 
also know as “The Shepherd’s Candle” and stands for Joy and 
Celebration!  Shepherds were the first to be told of Jesus’ Birth!  
In Luke 2:8, “That night there were shepherds staying in the 
fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.”  This week in 
scene one we have two shepherds and their sheep, representing 
those shepherds. 

 
 It is written in Luke 2:4-5 that Joseph left the village of Nazareth with Mary 
his fiancée, who was obviously pregnant.  In scene two, they were traveling south 
towards Bethlehem approximately 100 miles on rough terrain.  Mary was great with 
child and was riding on a donkey. Many others were also returning to their own 
ancestral towns to register for the census. 
 
 Paraphrased from Matthew 2:1b-6, . . . about the time Jesus was to be born, 
some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the new 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship 
him. (Scene three) 
 
 “King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in 
Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law 
and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they said “for this is what the prophet wrote:  (Micah 5:2) ‘And you, O Bethlehem in 
the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will 
come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 
 
 Please notice one of the wise men to the far left of the sanctuary as he 
gazes toward the star over the stable.  There isn’t much known about the wise 
men; how many, who they were or from where they came. 
 
 A special thank you to all those who are keeping our Progressive Nativity in 
your prayers and for all to have a better understanding of the story of Jesus’ Birth 
as we follow the scriptures.  Feel free to invite your family, neighbors and friends to 
worship each week.  Take time to enjoy each scene, take photos and go away with 
a deeper understanding of “Jesus the Christ child and the true meaning of 
Christmas!” 
 
 Another very special thank you to our Nativity Team for the hours of 
preparation and especially the sharing of their many talents! 

James 1:17 
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.” 


