
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 31, 2016 

11
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WORSHIP HOST:  8:15 – Krista Brown  10:45 – Nellie Wiancko 

********************************************************* 

Memory Verse for July 

1 John 3:18 – Dear Children, let us not love with words or speech  

but with actions and truth. 

********************************************************* 

  GATHERING & WELCOME  

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you. 

    P: And also with you. 
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor. 

 

 

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY  

 THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 

 THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  “Psalm 1” 

    L:  Blessed are those who do not walk in the counsel of the wicked; 

    P:  … or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of scoffers, 

    L:  … but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    P:  … and on God’s law they meditate day and night. 

    L:  They are like trees planted by streams of water that yield their fruit in season, and their leaves do not wither. 

    P:  In all that they do, they prosper. 

    L:  The wicked are not so, but are like chaff which the wind drives away. 

    P:  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment; nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

    L: … for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

    P:  … but the way of the wicked will perish. 

*UNISON PRAYER  “Concerning the Scriptures” 

   Blessed Lord, you have caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.  Grant us so to hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 

of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 2270 (TFWS) “He Has Made Me Glad” 

 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS  

(Our Children’s Collection this morning will be sent to the Project Happy Feet.  Please see the announcement for 

more details.) 
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  ANTHEM  “Hallelujah!” – Deb Andrison 

 

  SCRIPTURE READING    Proverbs 2:1-10 

 

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 

  OFFERTORY    “In This Holy Hour” 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

  All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS  

God of wisdom, we are grateful that your Son Jesus calls even us his friend. He warns us to watch out for all kinds of 

greed. We struggle to remember that true life does not come from an abundance of possessions. Turn us away from 

seeking our own gain and mindlessly increasing our possessions. Empower us by your Spirit to be more generous 

toward you. Use these offerings to fulfill your purposes. We pray through Christ, our Savior and Friend. Amen.  

 

  HYMN OF PREPARATION No. 2086 (TFWS)  “Open Our Eyes” 

 

  JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER        The Altar is open during this time. 

    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory forever. AMEN   

 

  SERMON SCRIPTURE   John 20:29-31 

 

  SERMON  “God’s Word” 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 601 “Thy Word Is a Lamp” 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*MUSIC OF PARTING “A Praising” 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand  

 

********************************************************* 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Saturday Worship – 28 Sunday 8:15 – 51 10:45 – 67 

 

SERVING YOU SUNDAY, July 31
st
 

GREETERS:  8:15 – Mike, Anne, Philip & Charlie Osborn 

  10:45 – Cliff & Doris Bressler 

USHERS TEAMS: 8:15 – Virginia Ives  10:45 – Joel Frye/Bill Hawley 

SOUND TEAM: 8:15 – Nellie Wiancko  10:45 – Josh Burger, Penny Brant 

NURSERY: Our Child Care Center (birth through age 5) will be open today during the 10:45 service.  Our attendants 

today will be Kyle & Katrina Bryan. 



ALTAR FLOWERS:  The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in honor of Bob & Debbie 

Weaver’s 35
th

 wedding anniversary. 

********************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH 

Office -  8:00 AM – 1:00 PM Monday thru Thursday & 8:00 AM – Noon on Friday 

Pastor Bruce – 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

********************************************************* 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Pastor Bruce will have office hours at the church on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM.  However, he will be available to our church family whenever a need arises.  

If you or a family member are in the hospital, or you would like a pastoral visit you may reach him directly at 724-

747-6098 (call or text) or at his email address at preacherptl@gmail.com  

********************************************************* 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
********************************************************* 

CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS:  The Children’s Collection this week will be given to Project Happy Feet, the 

Greensburg District program, in cooperation with Payless Shoe Source, which provides needy children in our area 

with shoes. 

“Project Happy Feet”  7/24 - $95.50 
 

If you have a suggestion for a mission we can support through our Children’s Collections, please contact the church 

office. 

********************************************************* 

Mark your calendars now for the church picnic on August 15, 2016 at Oak Hollow Park, Pine 

Pavilion. Please note that this is a MONDAY EVENING. Anyone wishing to help set up 

should come by 4:00 P.M. The picnic will start at 5:00 PM. Dinner is planned for 6:00 PM.  

Various meats will be provided for hot sandwiches. Table service items are provided. Please 

bring a cold dish (like a salad or dessert) to share with others. This way, no one has to rush 

home from work to prepare something hot. Drinks will be provided. A donation container 

will be provided if you wish to help defray the costs of the picnic. Before and after dinner, 

gather for games and fellowship. If you have game equipment (balls, bats, etc.) please feel 

free to bring it. Also, bring lawn chairs if the picnic benches are too hard for you. 
 

A short vesper service will end the evening as we experience the beauty of God’s world at sunset. 
 

All are invited. If you need a ride, please let us know and we will try to make arrangements. Please let us know how 

many are coming. You may email the church office at irwinfirstumc@comcast.net or sign the form below, Please let 

us know by August 7 so that we can prepare enough food. 
 

Please fill out the Picnic RSVP insert found in the bulletin or on the table in the Narthex if you are going to the picnic. 

********************************************************* 

“RIGHT NOW MEDIA” BIBLE STUDIES: Pastor Bruce is offering all the members of our congregation an 

opportunity to further their Bible knowledge by participating in one of the online Bible studies offered through 

Next Sunday, August 7 

  8:00 Prayer Time 

  8:15 Worship  

10:45 Worship  

  2:00 FISH & CHIPS 

Today, Sunday, July 31 

  8:00 Prayer Time 

  8:15 Worship  

10:45 Worship   

  2:00 FISH & CHIPS 

 
 

Saturday, August 6 

Irwin Sidewalk Fleamarket 

  6:00 Alternative Worship Tuesday, August 2 

  6:15 TOPS  

  7:00 Outreach 

  7:00 Nurture 

  7:30 NA 

Wednesday, August 3 

Norwin Community Picnic at Idlewild 

  7:00 Yoga 
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“RightNow Media.”  To participate in any of these studies, you need to email the church office at 

fumc.jeanne.secrep@comcast.net with your request.  The office will place your email address on the list of 

participants and give you instructions on how to log onto the account.   

********************************************************* 
THE CURRENT ISSUE OF "OUR DAILY BREAD" is in the small plastic rack on the narthex table. This pocket 

sized devotional is free. If you are lead to donate to this ministry, please mark a pew envelope and place it in the 

offering plate. 

Thank you! 

********************************************************* 

 “Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 

me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  … And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, 

I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’”      

Matthew 25:34-36, 40 

 

Pastor Bruce is calling upon our congregation to pray for God’s guidance in 

becoming a member of our Visitation Team.  So many times when our active 

members and friends become home-bound or for other reasons they cannot attend regular services, they are simply 

forgotten by the church they love so dearly.  Sometimes a person visits our church and they are forgotten when they 

leave the building.  Sometimes people just need a visit from the pastor or a visitation team.  Please consider becoming 

a member of a team who will visit them, take Communion to them, share the latest happenings of our church, and 

generally make them feel connected to our congregation. 

Pastor Bruce will meet with those interested in being part of this much needed ministry, explain his plan, give advice 

on visiting, and then commission the team during our worship services.  If you have some time to spare and would 

like to share that time with others, please contact Pastor Bruce (724-747-6098 (call or text) or 

preacherptl@gmail.com) or the church office (724-863-6858 or irwinfirstumc@comcast.net) 

 

Also, if you know of someone who would benefit from a visit by Pastor Bruce and/or our Visitation Team please 

contact Pastor Bruce or the church office. 

********************************************************* 
OUR NEW BISHOP - CYNTHIA MOORE-KOIKOI was appointed bishop on Friday, July 15, 2016.  Bishop Cynthia 

Moore-Koikoi “can’t wait to see how God is going to work in and through and among us,” she told Western Pennsylvania 

delegates and leaders shortly after being assigned to serve in the Pittsburgh Area. She will begin her new assignment on 

September 1, the same day Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton will become bishop of the New York Area.   

   The second daughter of a United Methodist pastor who served 40 years in ministry in the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference, Bishop Moore-Koikoi said that as a bishop she is committed to work toward a vision of a diverse church that 

embraces justice and the life-saving love of Christ.   She acknowledges that it won’t be easy, but said, “I remind myself 

that God has got this. God is in control. My role and the church’s role is to experience the reign of God here on earth and 

point that out to people.”    

   Acknowledging deep divisions in the denomination around human sexuality issues, she said that after being notified of 

her assignment, “God said to me: “Cynthia, you’ve been talking about this.  We have an opportunity to show the world 

what unity really looks like.  You asked for this.’   “I know there are folks in the room who are diametrically opposed to 

what I believe about this issue,” she added. “But we have an opportunity to show the world what it might look like for 

brothers and sisters to dwell together in unity. And it is going to be that witness that claims souls for Jesus the Christ!   

“We won’t have to say a word about who God is,” she pointed out.  “Seeing us working together….is going to say 

something about who God is. And there are going to be people who will say,  ‘If they can do it, they must have something 

inside of them that is greater than what is outside in that world.  And I want to find out about that!’   “This, I believe, just 

might be our call,” the Bishop added. “This just might be our call!” 

   On Wednesday night, July 13, she became just the second African-American woman to be elected a Bishop in the 

Northeastern Jurisdiction (NEJ), receiving 64 percent of the vote on the 11th ballot.  Another African-American woman, 

LaTrelle Miller Easterling of the New England Conference, was elected the following morning after several other 

candidates withdrew from the process.    
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   Moore-Koikoi is familiar with church life and ministry in rural, urban and suburban settings. Growing up in a preacher’s 

family, she said, “you experience about every kind of church you can serve.  When she was in elementary school, her 

father served in a rural church “on the top of a very, very long hill, and in the back yard was a cemetery. Beside the church 

property was a farm with cows that would frequently get out and we would have to call up the farmer and ask them to 

come and round up their herd. “   Later, her father served a church in suburban Silver Spring, MD, where she went to 

junior high and high school.    

   Bishop Moore-Koikoi earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology from Loyola College in Maryland in 1988, and a 

Masters of Arts and advanced certification in school psychology from the University of Maryland in 1992. She worked as a 

school psychologist for Anne Arundel County Public Schools for 17 years before answering her call to the ordained 

ministry.   Attending Wesley Seminary, she was appointed as a student pastor to “a small congregation with a proud EUB 

heritage in a section of East Baltimore that was experiencing change.” The first wave was African-American, then 

Hispanic, she said, and the congregation had to learn how to navigate that change. Later she was appointed associate pastor 

at Calvary UMC, an affluent congregation in Annapolis.   Ordained an elder in 2010, she served on the Conference staff 

working with churches on discipleship. She later served as district superintendent for the Greater Washington Area, and 

most recently as superintendent of the Baltimore Metropolitan District.   In that role, she played a pivotal spiritual role in 

the city following the unrest in 2015 after the death of Freddie Gray in  

police custody. She helped to organize United Methodist Churches to open and minister to children and families whose 

schools were closed, and to meet people’s needs. She became the face of the United Methodist Church and church 

volunteers in red T-shirts were visible praying for and ministering to the neighborhoods. Read her commentary Is 

Baltimore rising a year after Freddie Gray's death?   

   Bishop Moore Koikoi answered her call to ministry while a member of Sharp Street Memorial UMC in Baltimore, her 

great-grandfather’s church and the church which sent her father into ministry. Her husband of three years, the Rev. Raphael 

Koikoi, currently serves as pastor there.   “We are in an area where people struggle daily…to feed their children,” Pastor 

Koikoi told the Western Pennsylvania group. “We are in one of the five zipcodes where we fund the prison system. In 

other words, the majority of people who are in prison in Maryland come from one of those five zipcodes. My heart is with 

youth ministry; my heart is with the marginalized, the disenfranchised.”    

   The new Bishop too said she loves working with youth and doing mission work.   “I love painting stuff, building stuff. I 

love doing that with youth because they have that work play balance.  They know how to do the fellowship stuff while they 

do the building stuff. Sometimes the adults get too focused on finishing that project that we forget that its important to just 

stop and be with each other. So youth help us get that right,” she said.   “I also feel increasingly called to do the kind of 

mission work where we are dismantling systems; where we are speaking truth to power; where we are showing the world 

the true power of God.  God’s power includes making sure that everyone is fed, but God’s power also includes speaking 

truth to powerful people.   She told the Western Pennsylvania delegates and leaders: “What you see is what you get. Know 

that you can trust me—what you see is what you get.  And that’s what I require of you also -- that you be honest and open.  

  As she told her husband when they were contemplating marriage, she said: “If you have a problem, if there is some issue, 

you need to tell me about it rather than having me find out about it. And I can work through anything! I can work through 

anything as long as you tell me about it and we can work together.   That’s who I am.”      Standing at the podium of the 

NEJ Conference after her election, she said the being elected Bishop is a sacred trust.   “I’m going to need your 

prayers so that I can fulfill that trust,” she said. “…God spoke through you tonight, and that’s going to continue.”   

The newly elected Bishop said she once sang in a group called Tapestry.  “Sometimes, God took all of the single 

chords and wove them together into something spectacular,” she said. “We need to show the world that God is more 

than just a good and beautiful God; God is a spectacular God.”   In overseeing the work of the church, working 

prophetically, evangelically and apostolically with all, she noted, bishops must leave space for the transforming 

movement of the Holy Spirit, especially at this time, when the denomination is divided and many people may be 

wondering about what the future might hold.   “That’s spiritual work — remembering who God is and who God has 

called us to be,” she said. “We got God, so we got this.” 

See more at: http://www.wpaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-moore-koikoi-god-is-in-control-5374553#sthash.VXFAHHxa.dpuf 

http://www.wpaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-moore-koikoi-god-is-in-control-5374553#sthash.VXFAHHxa.dpuf


 

Extreme Heat and Your Health 
https://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/ 

Heat-related deaths and illness are preventable, yet annually many people succumb to extreme heat. Follow these 

rules from the Center for Disease Control to help stay safe in the heat: 
************************************************************* 

Keep your body temperature cool to avoid heat-related illness. 

Stay in air-conditioned buildings as much as possible. 

Find an air-conditioned shelter. 

Do not rely on a fan as your primary cooling device. 

Avoid direct sunlight. 

Wear lightweight, light-colored clothing. 

Take cool showers or baths. 

Check on those most at-risk twice a day. 
************************************************************* 

Because your body loses fluids through sweat, you can become  

   dehydrated during times of extreme heat. 

Drink more water than usual. 

Don’t wait until you’re thirsty to drink more fluids. 

Drink from two to four cups of water every hour while working or exercising outside. 

Avoid alcohol or liquids containing high amounts of sugar. 

Remind others to drink enough water. 
************************************************************* 

Stay updated on local weather forecasts so you can plan activities  

   safely when it’s hot outside.  Check local news for extreme heat  

   alerts and safety tips. 
 

 

************************************************************* 

Heat Exhaustion                              What You Should Do: 
Heavy sweating                               Move to a cooler location. 

Weakness                                        Lie down and loosen your clothing. 

Cold, pale, and clammy skin          Apply cool, wet cloths to as much of your body  

Fast, weak pulse                                as possible. 

Nausea or vomiting                        Sip water. 

Fainting                                          If you have vomited and it continues, seek    

                                                           medical attention immediately. 
                                             ************************************************************* 

Heat Stroke                                      What You Should Do: 
High body temperature                  Call 911 immediately this is a medical emergency. 

     (above 103°F)*                         Move the person to a cooler environment 

Hot, red, dry or moist skin             Reduce the person's body temperature with cool  

Rapid and strong pulse                     cloths or even a bath. 

Possible unconsciousness              Do NOT give fluids. 
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