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March 11, 2012
Third Sunday in Lent – Baptism Sunday
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“Jesus Paid It All”
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: Broken promises, empty dreams, shattered hearts . . .

  P: God’s covenant remains strong.

  L: Broken laws, weak faith, rampant doubts . . .

  P: God’s covenant remains strong.

  L: Broken systems, financial corruption, unfettered greed . . .

  P: God’s covenant remains strong.

  L: In the midst of a broken world, we come to worship as God’s own people, 


trusting the unbroken promise of eternal love and life!
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 64
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”

   LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 

   SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:45) 


BAPTISMAL COVENANT II (page 39)

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE


We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our        covenant faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BAPTISM SONG 
 “Welcome the Child” - Chancel Choir

  OPENING PRAYER

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 750-751 
“Psalm 19”


 (Note to Worship Host-At beginning of announcements, say “We offer a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially those who are visiting with us.  As I am sharing our announcements, please complete the form in the red register pad in each pew and pass it to others in your pew, finally returning it toward the center aisle. If you notice that someone who normally sits near you is missing this morning, please give them a call this week and let them know that they were missed. 

You may write any prayer requests on the cards in the attendance folders and place them in the holders at the ends of the pews so that our ushers can bring them to the pastor before the Joys and Concerns.”

 MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
    10:45 “Trustin’ God” – SonShiners
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY   “The Old Rugged Cross”
*DOXOLOGY No. 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

   praise Him, all creatures here below:

   praise Him above ye heavenly host;

   praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

God of all we see and all we don’t see, as we offer our gifts to you, we are reminded how easy it is for us to make a false god of our money and possessions – to worship them and see them as the source of our contentment and security. Open our eyes to see the foolishness in that; strengthen our resolve to be faithful and obedient to your commandments; fill our hearts with the reminder of your gift of grace, which bears us up when we fall short. With grateful hearts we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*HYMN No. 2152
“Change My Heart, O God”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE 

John 2:13-22
  SERMON
*HYMN OF PARTING No. 545
“The Church’s One Foundation”

*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Praise Canon”
*Those who are able, please stand.
**********************************************************

The Ministry of a Deacon: 
Concerning the duties of a Deacon, The 2008 Book of Discipline says: ¶ 328 The Ministry of a Deacon – From among the baptized, deacons are called by God to a lifetime of servant leadership, authorized by the Church, and ordained by a bishop.  Deacons fulfill servant ministry in the world and lead the church in relating the gathered life of Christians to their ministries in the world, interrelating worship in the gathered community with service to God in the world.  Deacons give leadership in the Church’s life; in teaching and proclaiming the Word; in contributing to worship, and in assisting the elders in administering the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper; in forming and nurturing disciples; in conducting marriages and burying the dead; in embodying the church’s mission to the world; and in leading congregations in interpreting the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world.  For the sake of extending the mission and ministry of the church, a pastor-in-charge or district superintendent may request that the bishop grant local sacramental authority to the deacon to administer the sacraments in the absence of an elder, within a deacon’s primary appointment.  It is the deacons, in both person and function, whose distinctive ministry is to embody, articulate, and lead the whole people of God in its servant ministry.  From the earliest days of the church, deacons were called and set apart for the ministry of love, justice, and service; of connecting the church with the most needy, neglected, and marginalized among the children of God.  This ministry grows out of the Wesleyan passion for social holiness and ministry among the poor.
**********************************************************
NAME TAGS: Continuing every Sunday through Easter, the Witness Committee would like everyone to wear their name tags. We have many visitors during this season and this is one way to welcome them. The tags are grouped by families and may be picked up in the narthex (entrance hall) of the sanctuary. There are blank tags available if you are a visitor or cannot find your tag.  If you took yours home in order to avoid searching every week, please search your home, find it and wear on these Sundays. After each service, name tags may be placed in containers near the exit doors. Thank you for your help and participation.
**********************************************************
“ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI DINNER” on Sunday, March 18, 2012 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the Irwin Moose Lodge, 530 Oak St., Irwin. Adults $10.00, Sr. Citizens $8.00, Children 4-12 $5.00, 3& under Free. Proceeds from the dinner will help defray the cost of Hunter McGowan’s trip in April to the 2012 Yes I Can! Awards ceremony in Denver, Colorado.  The award is sponsored by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).


THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Women’s Bible Study Group will meet on Wednesday, March 14th at 10:00 AM.  Our subject for this class will be the lives of Hagar, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel, and how they apply to us today.  Any woman who wishes to know more about the women of the Bible is welcome to attend our informal monthly class.  
**********************************************************
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN will meet on March 12th at 10:00 AM.  Our program will be Prayer & Self Denial, “a Time for Change”.  All women are invited to attend.

**********************************************************
GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, March 21st at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.

**********************************************************
5TH ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE”: The money the children collect in their "cups" following the children's sermon during the month of March will be given to the “Reflections of Grace Foundation.” The event will be held at the Norwin High School on Saturday, March 31, 2012. You may register online at Reflectionsofgrace.org or get a paper registration form in the office. Our team name is "First United Methodist Church of Irwin". You may help this wonderful cause by being on the team for the 5K run, 5K walk, or 1 mile walk. If you donate through your regular church envelope and mark the extra giving for Race for Grace, it will be totaled with your church contributions. 
Collections: 3/4 - $196.36
**********************************************************
EASTER BASKETS: The Easter Bunny is coming, but he needs your help.  The Easter basket poster is in the narthex.  Please sign your name in the squares next to the items you wish to donate.  All items need to be brought in by Palm Sunday, April 1st.  Please place foods that need to be kept cold in the refrigerator in the coffee area or give to one of the ushers.  If you are donating a gift card, please put it in the mail slot in the office door.  Thank you for supporting the Outreach committee and for helping families in our area have a happier Easter season.
**********************************************************
11:30 MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

at First United Church of Christ on Main Street

***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***

March 14th 

         Topic: “Dark Despair &the Way Through”  Scripture: Matthew 27:46; Luke 15:33-39
         Speaker:
 Rev. Carlisle Lloyd 

       Special Music:  Virginia Wilson
March 21st 

         Topic: “Christ and Our Basic Needs”

Scripture:  John 19:28, 29
         Speaker: Rev. Ron Durika


Special Music: Vicki Booher 

March 28th  

         Topic: “What Calvary Completed”

Scripture:  John 19:30
         Speaker: Dr. Clifton Suehr


Special Music:  Norma Fowkes
April 4th 

         Topic: “The Victory of the Cross”

Scripture:  Luke 23:44-49
         Speaker:  Dr. Ron Wakeman


Special Music:  Diane Waddell
************************************************ 
Wanted!  Coffee Hour Coordinator 

If you are interested in seeing our Coffee Hour return and are willing to organize a committee and a schedule of volunteers to assist in setting up this activity let the church office know the best way to contact you.
**********************************************************
INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE: Free Income Tax Service will again be offered for taxpayers in this area who have low and moderate incomes.  This assistance will come from IRS trained volunteer tax councilors who will help in the preparation of Federal and State income tax returns, and for those who qualify, PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Forms.  For more information, dates, and times, please see the notice on the bulletin board.

**********************************************************
CLEARANCES! If you work with the youth of the church in any capacity, you are required to complete the Criminal Record Check and the Child Abuse History Clearance. Our church has a legal responsibility to protect our children and those with disabilities from abuse while they are here attending a church functions.  This includes Teachers, Nursery helpers, VBS staff & helpers, Youth helpers & drivers, etc. If you have already gotten your clearances but haven’t taken them to the office yet for Debbie to copy & file in the safe, please do so as soon as possible. The safety of our youth is so important! We would like to have everyone on file, or in the process of filing for these clearances by March 31, 2012. Blank forms are available on the file cabinet in the office. If you hand them back to the office staff or place them in the office door slot, the church will pay all the fees.  When the clearances are returned to you, one of the office staff or Rev. Lake must see the certified, original paper.  They can then make a copy of it and return the original to you.  Again, the church office must see the original.  Thank You!
**********************************************************

"SPUD BAR"

Sponsored by the Outreach Committee

Sunday, March 25, 2012

Take-out starting at 9:30 AM

Eat-in or take-out after second service

LARGE BAKED POTATO

your choice of large variety of toppings, beverage and dessert

(Peanut butter & jelly sandwiches for the little ones)

Price:  Donations will be taken

Hope to see you there!

A portion of our proceeds will be sent to Kurt Wallace to assist in his work in Vietnam. This includes the areas of medical, business, and community development and education. The need is great; the funds are few.
Outreach is looking for some cookie bakers for the Spud Bar Day.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
**********************************************************

NORWIN ROTARY “CHILI & WINGS COOKOFF”: The Norwin Rotary will be sponsoring a “Chili & Wings Cookoff” on Saturday, March 24th from 1:00 PM until 4:00 PM at the Circleville Fire Hall. Local groups are invited to compete in and/or sponsor the event.  You may contact Bill Caruthers (724-834-0660 or billcaru@yahoo.com) for registration information.  Admission is free and the event is open to the public.  All proceeds will benefit the Rotary Back Pack program.
The Rotary Back Pack program was created to help children in our community who have no food to put in their tummies after they leave school on Friday afternoon until they return to school on Monday and eat lunch.    Back packs are filled with nutritional, kid-friendly food that will sustain these children for the entire weekend.  They return the back packs on Monday and the Rotary volunteers refill them for the next weekend.  Your help is greatly needed and very much appriciated.
**********************************************************
**** TORNADO RESPONSE TEAMS NEEDED! ****

The following email was forwarded to our office by 

Rev. William Meekins, our District Superintendent.

Dear Friends,

I am calling any and all who are able - please put a team together and join me in Kentucky. Mission Academy is working out of Beattyville Kentucky in support of Liberty, Kentucky. This town was devastated by the recent tornadoes. I will be on site beginning this weekend. Logistics are in place to provide your team with housing, food, insurance, and a site director. The cost is only $250.00 per person. Please call or text me for more information: 615-294-9070

Your prayers and consideration are most appreciated.
    Mike Shinn, Executive Director Mission Academy

Go to this link to survey the devastation in Liberty.   http://www.courier-journal.com/videonetwork/1487357477001/Surveying-the-damage-in-West-Liberty-Kentu www.courier-journal.com
*******************************

Not everyone can be a part of a missions work team.  However, the best immediate way to assist those affected by the recent tornados is by donating to UMCOR’s fund for U.S. Disaster Response. Please make you check payable to “FUMC” and designate your donation to “Tornadoes 2012”.  We will forward all donations to UMCOR.

UMCOR also is asking for donations of cleaning buckets.  Please see the attached ‘recipe’ for the cleaning buckets. 
CLEANING BUCKET (Value: $ 55.00)

5 gallon bucket with resalable lid

    Do not use buckets that have stored chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner.

liquid laundry detergent - two 25 oz. or one 50 oz. bottles only

liquid household cleaner - 12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water no spray cleaners

dish soap - 16‐28 oz bottle any brand

1 can air freshener - aerosol or pump

1 insect repellant spray - 6‐14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover

1 scrub brush - plastic or wooden handle

18 cleaning wipes - handi wipes or reusable wipes, no terry cleaning towels, remove from packaging

7 sponges - remove from wrapper

5 scouring pads - remove from wrapper

50 clothespins - remove from packaging

clothes line - two 50 ft. or one 100 ft., cotton or plastic.

24 roll heavy duty trash bags - remove from the box

5 dust masks

2 pair disposable waterproof gloves - rubber or latex, remove from packaging

1 pair work gloves - cotton or leather
ASSEMBLING DIRECTIONS

Place all liquid items in the bucket first. Place remaining items in the bucket fitting them around and between the liquiditems. Sponges, scouring pads, clothespins and trash bags can be separated in order to fit all of the items in the bucket.Ensure the lid is closed securely.
PROCESSING & SHIPPING COSTS
Please enclose an envelope containing at least $1.50 for each Cleaning Buckets. This donation enables kits to be sent to areas in need. 
IMPORTANT NOTES

‐ All items must be new except for the actual bucket and lid.

‐ All cleaning agents must be liquid and in plastic containers. No powders please.

‐ If you cannot find the requested size of a liquid item, use a smaller size. Including larger sizes of any item will prevent the lid from sealing.

‐ If all of the items on the list are not included, please put a label on the bucket indicating what has been omitted.

‐ Cleaning buckets are only used within the United States. They are not opened to verify the contents unless there is indication some items have been omitted.
**********************************************************

Love, Hope, & Grace,

One Amazing Story…
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Celebrate & join us …

All ages are invited to our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 1st, 9:30 to 10:30 am, starting in the Elementary Dept.  Hear the amazing story of Holy Week & Easter and learn Lenten & Christian symbols.  An egg hunt follows in the gym with some terrific candy & treasures that relate to the story.  Adults are welcome!  Teens/preteens, we need your help hiding the eggs!  As always, you will receive the same treats for helping!  Just meet at 9:30 in the elementary room.  Friends welcome!
Kick off Holy Week by hearing the story of our Christian faith, from Palm Sunday to Pentecost, in one short, exciting session!

Hope to see you on April 1st
**********************************************************
Wednesday, March 14





8:00 AM – 1:00 PM the church office will be closed for the Annual Financial Audit 





10:00 Women’s Bible Study


11:30 Midweek Lenten Service at First United Church of Christ on Main Street


    Topic: “Dark Despair &the Way Through”  Scripture: Matthew 27:46; Luke 15:33-39


    Speaker: Rev. Carlisle Lloyd 		       Special Music:  Virginia Wilson


	***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***


  7:00 Disciple 1





Tuesday, March 13


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  3:30 Dance Team


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 Trustees


  7:30 NA








Monday, March 12


  9:00 Mezzanine Level in use


10:00 UM Women 


  7:00 Dartball - A








First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org


�HYPERLINK "mailto:irwinfirstumc@comcast.net"�irwinfirstumc@comcast.net�


Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/potato_5129c8_web.jpg?guid=ea3d519b-0f1e-4c85-a3a6-7404c604f69c" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Next Sunday, March 18


4th Sunday in Lent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:00 Kitchen & Kiwanis Rooms in use


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  5:45 Living Last Supper - full cast


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study
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Friday, March 16


  6:00 Gym in use  
































Thursday, March 15


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Nurture


  7:15 Choir


  8:00 Living Last Supper Rehearsal














Today, Sunday, March 11


3rd Sunday in Lent, Baptism


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:00 Kitchen & Kiwanis Rooms in use


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  5:45 Living Last Supper - lectern side


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study
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