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March 18, 2012
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
8:15- “Nothing but the Blood”





   10:45 – “God So Loved the World” - Cathedral Bells
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: Give thanks to our God, for God is good!

  P: God’s love endures forever!

  L: Sing with the earth: from east and west, north and south!

  P: God’s love endures forever!

  L: Tell of Christ’s deeds of amazing grace!

  P: God’s love endures forever!
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 108
“God Hath Spoken by the Prophets”
  LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 

  OPENING PRAYER

  Good and gracious One, we cry out and you hear our voice. You lift us up with your love and offer us the light of your grace. Let the richness of your mercy flow through our lives, that we may worship you in spirit and truth. May we go forth as children of light and love, in the name of Christ, in whom we find hope. Amen.

  SCRIPTURE READING 

Numbers 21:4-9

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 830-831

“Psalm 107”

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM 
8:15   “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked” 
         10:45  “Jesus Paid It All” – Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY   8:15
“A Lenten Meditation”



   10:45 
“It Was Finished on the Cross” - Chancel Choir Men

*DOXOLOGY No. 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

   praise Him, all creatures here below:

   praise Him above ye heavenly host;

   praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Loving God, you loved us so much you gave and gave and held nothing back, not even your precious Son. We offer these humble gifts back to you, but more than these we offer ourselves. Use us as your arms to comfort those who suffer, as your voice to speak for victims of injustice and oppression, as your feet that bring the good news of your love and grace to those who need it so. May every gift be pleasing in your sight. We pray in the name of our Rock and Redeemer, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
*HYMN No. 365
“Grace Greater than Our Sin”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE 

John 3:14-21
  SERMON
*HYMN OF PARTING No. 2149

“Living for Jesus”

*BENEDICTION 

* MUSIC OF PARTING 
“Toccata in E Minor”

*Those who are able, please stand.
**********************************************************

EASTER BASKETS: The Easter Bunny is coming, but he needs your help.  The Easter basket poster is in the narthex.  Please sign your name in the squares next to the items you wish to donate.  All items need to be brought in by Palm Sunday, April 1st.  Please place foods that need to be kept cold in the refrigerator in the coffee area or give to one of the ushers.  If you are donating a gift card, please put it in the mail slot in the office door.  Thank you for supporting the Outreach committee and for helping families in our area have a happier Easter season.
**********************************************************
NAME TAGS: Continuing every Sunday through Easter, the Witness Committee would like everyone to wear their name tags. We have many visitors during this season and this is one way to welcome them. The tags are grouped by families and may be picked up in the narthex (entrance hall) of the sanctuary. There are blank tags available if you are a visitor or cannot find your tag.  If you took yours home in order to avoid searching every week, please search your home, find it and wear on these Sundays. After each service, name tags may be placed in containers near the exit doors. Thank you for your help and participation.

**********************************************************

Love, Hope, & Grace, One Amazing Story…
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Celebrate & join us …

All ages are invited to our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 1st, 9:30 to 10:30 am, starting in the Elementary Dept.  Hear the amazing story of Holy Week & Easter and learn Lenten & Christian symbols.  An egg hunt follows in the gym with some terrific candy & treasures that relate to the story.  Adults are welcome!  Teens/preteens, we need your help hiding the eggs!  As always, you will receive the same treats for helping!  Just meet at 9:30 in the elementary room.  Friends welcome!
Kick off Holy Week by hearing the story of our Christian faith, from Palm Sunday to Pentecost, in one short, exciting session!

Hope to see you on April 1st

**********************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS

**********************************************************

“ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI DINNER” today, Sunday, March 18, 2012 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the Irwin Moose Lodge, 530 Oak St., Irwin. Adults $10.00, Sr. Citizens $8.00, Children 4-12 $5.00, 3& under Free. Proceeds from the dinner will help defray the cost of Hunter McGowan’s trip in April to the 2012 Yes I Can! Awards ceremony in Denver, Colorado.  The award is sponsored by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).

**********************************************************

NORWIN ROTARY “CHILI & WINGS COOKOFF”: The Norwin Rotary will be sponsoring a “Chili & Wings Cookoff” on Saturday, March 24th from 1:00 PM until 4:00 PM at the Circleville Fire Hall. Local groups are invited to compete in and/or sponsor the event.  You may contact Bill Caruthers (724-834-0660 or billcaru@yahoo.com) for registration information.  Admission is free and the event is open to the public.  All proceeds will benefit the Rotary Back Pack program.
**********************************************************

5TH ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE”: The money the children collect in their "cups" following the children's sermon during the month of March will be given to the “Reflections of Grace Foundation.” The event will be held at the Norwin High School on Saturday, March 31, 2012. You may register online at Reflectionsofgrace.org or get a paper registration form in the office. Our team name is "First United Methodist Church of Irwin". You may help this wonderful cause by being on the team for the 5K run, 5K walk, or 1 mile walk. If you donate through your regular church envelope and mark the extra giving for Race for Grace, it will be totaled with your church contributions. 

Collections: 3/4 - $196.36

3/11 - $183.36
**********************************************************
11:30 MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

at First United Church of Christ on Main Street

***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***

March 21st 

         Topic: “Christ and Our Basic Needs”

Scripture:  John 19:28, 29
         Speaker: Rev. Ron Durika


Special Music: Vicki Booher 

March 28th  

         Topic: “What Calvary Completed”

Scripture:  John 19:30
         Speaker: Dr. Clifton Suehr


Special Music:  Norma Fowkes
April 4th 

         Topic: “The Victory of the Cross”

Scripture:  Luke 23:44-49
         Speaker:  Dr. Ron Wakeman


Special Music:  Diane Waddell
************************************************ 

CARDS FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL: The Outreach Committee is starting a new project to keep in touch with military personnel from our church to let them know we are thinking of them & praying for them. There are Easter cards in the narthex. Please stop on your way out to sign those. If there are others who a have a family member in the military, please contact the office. Thank you.

**********************************************************
INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE: Free Income Tax Service will again be offered for taxpayers in this area who have low and moderate incomes.  This assistance will come from IRS trained volunteer tax councilors who will help in the preparation of Federal and State income tax returns, and for those who qualify, PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Forms.  For more information, dates, and times, please see the notice on the bulletin board.

**********************************************************
REV. MICHELLE WOBRAK, current pastor at Christ United Methodist Church in Erie, is experiencing some health related issues and has been put on our prayer list.  Several people have asked for her address so they can send her cards. Her address is 2571 W. 32nd Street, Erie, PA 16506-3570.
**********************************************************
GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, March 21st at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.

**********************************************************
CLEARANCES! If you work with the youth of the church in any capacity, you are required to complete the Criminal Record Check and the Child Abuse History Clearance. Our church has a legal responsibility to protect our children and those with disabilities from abuse while they are here attending a church functions.  This includes Teachers, Nursery helpers, VBS staff & helpers, Youth helpers & drivers, etc. If you have already gotten your clearances but haven’t taken them to the office yet to copy & file in the safe, please do so as soon as possible. The safety of our youth is so important! We would like to have everyone on file, or in the process of filing for these clearances by March 31, 2012. Blank forms are available on the file cabinet in the office. If you hand them back to the office staff or place them in the office door slot, the church will pay all the fees.  When the clearances are returned to you, one of the office staff or Rev. Lake must see the certified, original paper.  They can then make a copy of it and return the original to you.  Again, the church office must see the original.  Thank You!
**********************************************************

"SPUD BAR"

Sponsored by the Outreach Committee

Sunday, March 25, 2012

Take-out starting at 9:30 AM

Eat-in or take-out after second service

LARGE BAKED POTATO, your choice of large variety of toppings, beverage and dessert

(Peanut butter & jelly sandwiches for the little ones)

Price:  Donations will be taken

Hope to see you there!

A portion of our proceeds will be sent to Kurt Wallace to assist in his work in Vietnam. This includes the areas of medical, business, and community development and education. The need is great; the funds are few.
Outreach is looking for some cookie bakers for the Spud Bar Day.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH



  



Wednesday, March 21


11:00 Staff Meeting – office closed until 1:00 PM


11:30 Midweek Lenten Service at First United Church of Christ on Main Street


         Topic: “Christ and Our Basic Needs”		Scripture:  John 19:28, 29


         Speaker: Rev. Ron Durika			Special Music: Vicki Booher 


	***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***


  7:00 Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group





Tuesday, March 20


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  3:30 Dance Team


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA








Monday, March 19


  9:00 Mezzanine Level in use


  7:00 Dartball 








First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry
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Next Sunday, March 25


5th Sunday in Lent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:00 Spud Bar


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:00 Gym in use


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  5:45 Living Last Supper - full cast


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study
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Friday, March 23


  6:00 Gym in use  


























Saturday, March 24


Spud Bar Set-up  








Today, Sunday, March 18


4th Sunday in Lent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  5:45 Living Last Supper - full cast


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study












































Thursday, March 22


Newsletter Deadline


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:15 Choir


  8:00 Living Last Supper Rehearsal




















