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October 28, 2012
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints Sunday

  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“There Is a Fountain”
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L:  The earth and all that is in it belongs to the Holy One.
  P:  Look, here is our God, for whom we have waited.
  L:  This is the Holy One, for whom we have waited.
  P:  Let us be glad and rejoice in our salvation.
  L:  Who shall ascend the hill of the Holy One?  And who shall stand in this holy place?
  P:  We come, seeking the face of God.
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 64
“Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty”
*OPENING PRAYER

   Faithful Redeemer, you are the beginning and ending of all things.  You promise to wipe away every tear, that death and mourning will be no more.  You make your home among us, and abide with us as our God.  Teach us to live as the saints you call us to be, that we may truly be your people, living and doing your will, in the name of Jesus, who is the Christ.  Amen.

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 755
“Psalm 24”
  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  LITANY FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
   Leader: Ever living God, this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are no more. What happiness we shared when they walked among us. What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together.

   People: Their memory is a blessing forever.

   Leader: Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. Our hearts yearn for them. Though the bitter grief has softened, a duller pain abides; for the place where once they stood is empty now. The links of life are broken, but the links of love and longing cannot break.

   People: Their souls are bound up in ours forever.

   Leader: We see them now with the eye of memory, their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight. We remember them with gratitude and bless their names.

   People: Their memory is a blessing forever.

   Leader: And we remember as well the members who but yesterday were part of our congregation and community. To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute. May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith, for now the task is ours.

   People: Their souls are bound up in ours forever.

   Leader: We give You thanks that they now live and reign with You. As a great crowd of witness, they surround us with their blessings, and offer You hymns of praise and thanksgiving.

   People: Their souls are alive forevermore. Amen.

Roll Call of Honor
   Pastor: The endless cloud of witnesses has gone before us, leaving us a legacy of hope and discipleship. Learn from those who have shown God’s love in all that they have said and done. You have been set on the path of faithful discipleship. Be at peace!

  ANTHEM 
  8:15 – “When I See Him” 
10:45 – “Who Are These Like Stars Appearing” – Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY     “Let Us Break Bread Together”

*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

God of Abraham and Sarah and all our fathers and mothers in the faith who have followed: we give you thanks for the gift and promise you have given to us in your son Jesus, the Christ. By his love and sacrifice and the sacrifices of the saints, we can come to this place and know the joy of your love and grace. May the gifts we offer to you this morning be a token and a testimony for all we have received from our cloud of witnesses, but most of all the saving grace that came through the cross of Jesus Christ. In that holy name, we pray. Amen. 
*HYMN No. 702
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE READING
Revelation: 21:1-6a

  SERMON



  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION II 

      THE INVITATION

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

      SACRAMENT – (All are welcome. Please follow the directions of the ushers.)

*HYMN OF PARTING No.  711
“For All the Saints”
  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“For All the Saints”

*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************************


******************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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******************************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS

******************************************************************
Fellowship Night - November 14th @ 6:30pm

Come enjoy an evening of family fun!
******************************************************************
GREENSBURG DISTRICT SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING with Rev. Beth Nelson will be held Saturday, November 10, 2012 from 9:00am – noon at the Monroeville United Methodist Church, 219 Center Road, Monroeville, PA  15146.  Space is limited!!  Please email (greensburgoffice@wpaumc.org) or call the district office (724-863-5673) to reserve your seat.  Reservation deadline is Thursday, November 8th.  This training is open to all clergy and laity.  It also will serve as a make-up for those clergy unable to attend the spring session.
********************************************************

Women's Book Study - November 7th & 28th and December 12th @ 7:00pm

All ladies are welcome. Contact Barb or Carolyn for more details.
**********************************************************

DECORATING FOR THE ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON:  The Witness Committee needs your help! There will be TWO Sundays when we will be decorating for the Advent/Christmas season. 

Thanks to the Methodist men for again volunteering to erect the outside Nativity for Light-up Night.  They will be erecting it on Tuesday, November 13th at 9:30 AM if anyone wishes to come and learn how it is done.  Because of their generosity, the rest of us do not need to work on November 11th.

… HOWEVER … we still need help on November 18th to decorate the inside of the church for Advent and Christmas.  Please plan to stay after second service that day, share a pizza lunch, and get in the Christmas spirit!
******************************************************************

THE LIVING LAST SUPPER DVD: If you are searching for a gift for someone special, please consider purchasing a DVD of our production of The Living Last Supper.  They are $10.00 and may be purchased BEFORE Thanksgiving by contacting Dianne.  After Thanksgiving, there will be a display in the Narthex.
******************************************************************

CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS 
This week – UMCOR for the victims of Hurricane Sandy

11/11/12 – Veteran’s Hospital programming

11/18 & 25 – Westmoreland County Food Bank
The Zimbabwe Mission Projects Collections in October- $604.00

********************************************************

SOUP LUNCHEON: We are again having our annual Soup Luncheon on today. We hope you will support our luncheon after 2nd service and taste all our great soups and desserts. Thank you so much!

The Outreach Committee

Profit will go to 8th Avenue Place, a United Methodist Mission in Pittsburgh, which is a food kitchen & shelter.  A freewill offering will be taken at our soup luncheon.

******************************************************************

“THE UPPER ROOM”: The November/December issue of the Upper Room is now available.  This daily devotional is filled with inspiring stories from Christians around the world, scriptures, and prayers to help guide you through your day.  This issue also includes a section of Advent devotions to help you prepare for Jesus’ birthday. Both small and large print copies are available.  Pick one up in the Narthex today.

******************************************************************

OPERATION REINDEER 2012: The holiday season is quickly approaching and Operation Reindeer 2012 has officially begun.  Operation Reindeer collects NEW gifts for individuals spending the holiday at Torrance State Hospital, as well as for mental health out-patients who live in the community and receive services through Westmoreland Case Management and Supports, Inc.  Our reindeer, “Rudy”, will be in the Narthex with his box awaiting NEW, UNWRAPPED and UNBOXED items for these individuals.  The Outreach Committee has supported this gift drive for many years and we have been so grateful to have such a generous and giving congregation.  Our drive this year will begin on November 4th and will continue through November 25th.  Please see the insert in today’s bulletin or the November newsletter for gift suggestions.

******************************************************************

Attention First United Methodist Members. We are in search for families with children 17 years of age and under who could use our help this coming Christmas. If you have a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, etc. that is having trouble this year, please let them know we want to help. We can offer them a food bag and put their children’s names on our Angel Tree so they might have gifts under their tree. Please contact the church office with their name, address and phone number. 

Thank you!  The Outreach Committee 
******************************************************************

The Outreach committee is again filling Thanksgiving food bags for families in need. The sign up board is in the Narthex. Please place your name in the space or spaces for the items you would like to bring in. The food items need to be brought in by Sunday, November 18th. Anyone bringing frozen pies in please place them in the freezer in the back room. Other perishable food should be placed in that refrigerator. Please do not place them just in the narthex. Thank you for your continued support.

******************************************************************

METHODIST MEN

Some of our men meet on Tuesday mornings to do various maintenance jobs around the church.  If you have some free time why not stop in and help them?  There’s always something to do and when the work is done, they serve a great lunch to the helpers!

Dear Friends,
As I write this, most of us are sitting in the comfort of a home or office.  There have been few power outages and flooding has been limited in Western Pennsylvania.  While we have seen and felt Hurricane Sandy blowing around us, her wrath has affected us much less than it has our neighbors to the east and south.
They need our help. I am asking you to once again do what you do best here in Western Pennsylvania.  This is yet another opportunity for us to act in response to our deep faith in God and genuine concern for God’s children.
As these days unfold, the magnitude of the damage will be revealed. So will the opportunity for us to respond.  In the meantime, let me urge you to consider the following:
        Include the people affected by this storm in your daily thoughts and prayers.  Pray for their courage, strength, and healing.

        Begin assembling cleaning buckets (formerly known as flood buckets) and health kits.  Western Pennsylvania has a rich history of mobilizing our people to reach out in this practical and tangible way.  Let’s rise up and do it again!  Go to www.wpaumc.org/missionbarn to get specific instructions. (Use the links on the right side of the page.)  Completed buckets can be dropped off at the Mission Barn, the Conference Center, or district offices.

        Consider mobilizing a work team to assist in the recovery once that phase gets underway. Our trained Early Response Team members have been on alert and ready to respond since before the storm arrived. UMCOR cautions against volunteers going to an affected area before they are asked by those in charge.  I also would ask you to make sure that you work through our Volunteers in Mission Coordinator Diane Miller or Disaster Response Coordinators Rev. Rick Nelson and Calvin Cook so that we can coordinate a unified response that will increase the effectiveness of our outreach. Contact Diane at Diane.Miller@wpaumc.org.
        Encourage those in your church and community to join us in donating to UMCOR’s US Disaster Response, Hurricanes 2012, Advance #3021787.  (Checks may be made payable to “FUMC” and we will forward all the donations collected to UMCOR.)

In the biblical translation, The Message, the words of Paul to the church at Ephesus have great meaning for us today:  God can do anything, you know – far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)
May we be open to the manner in which God can and will work within us to be the face of Christ to our sisters and brothers in need.

The Journey Continues …
(Please see the insert in the bulletin for the “recipe” for Cleaning Buckets.)

CLEANING BUCKET (Value: $ 55.00)

5 gallon bucket with resalable lid

    Do not use buckets that have stored chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner.

liquid laundry detergent - two 25 oz. or one 50 oz. bottles only

liquid household cleaner - 12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water no spray cleaners

dish soap - 16‐28 oz bottle any brand

1 can air freshener - aerosol or pump

1 insect repellant spray - 6‐14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover

1 scrub brush - plastic or wooden handle

18 cleaning wipes - handi wipes or reusable wipes, no terry cleaning towels, remove from packaging

7 sponges - remove from wrapper

5 scouring pads - remove from wrapper

50 clothespins - remove from packaging

clothes line - two 50 ft. or one 100 ft., cotton or plastic.

24 roll heavy duty trash bags - remove from the box

5 dust masks

2 pair disposable waterproof gloves - rubber or latex, remove from packaging

1 pair work gloves - cotton or leather
ASSEMBLING DIRECTIONS

Place all liquid items in the bucket first. Place remaining items in the bucket fitting them around and between the liquid items. Sponges, scouring pads, clothespins and trash bags can be separated in order to fit all of the items in the bucket. Ensure the lid is closed securely.
IMPORTANT NOTES

‐ All items must be new except for the actual bucket and lid.

‐ All cleaning agents must be liquid and in plastic containers. No powders please.

‐ If you cannot find the requested size of a liquid item, use a smaller size. Including larger sizes of any item will prevent the lid from sealing.

‐ If all of the items on the list are not included, please put a label on the bucket indicating what has been omitted.

‐ Cleaning buckets are only used within the United States. They are not opened to verify the contents unless there is indication some items have been omitted.
PROCESSING & SHIPPING COSTS: Please enclose an envelope containing at least $1.50 for each Cleaning Buckets. This donation enables kits to be sent to areas in need. 
OPERATION REINDEER - 2012

This marks the 48th year that Mental Health America of Westmoreland County has collected gifts and distributed them to residents of Torrance State Hospital and mental health out-patients living in our communities. Our Outreach Committee has again chosen to support these efforts by collecting holiday gifts for this drive.  “Rudy the Reindeer” will be in the narthex starting November 4th through November 25th awaiting NEW, UNWRAPPED  and UNBOXED gift items for these individuals.  In some cases, your gift may be the only one they receive for Christmas.  Please see the following for a complete list of gift suggestions.  The Outreach Committee wishes to thank all of you for your generous support in past years and hopes to make this gift drive even more successful than past years.  Any questions regarding Operation Reindeer, please call Mary Shupe at 724-523-0812.

**items underlined in bold with asterisks are needed the most
NEW CLOTHING: PREFERRED SIZES XL AND LARGER (Men & Women): sweatshirts & sweatpants, **sweaters, women’s pajamas/nightgowns, **hooded sweatshirts, **gloves (**especially men’s gloves in larger sizes), mittens, ear muffs, and knitted hats, tops, flannel shirts, t-shirts, underwear/men’s boxer shorts, **non-skid slippers in larger sizes, **jackets (light & heavy weight), pants & jeans, bathrobes, ball caps & hats, socks.  
NEW COSMETICS: all make-up including lipstick, gloss, powder, foundation, mascara, eye shadow, etc. 
 (Please DO NOT SEND items in GLASS CONTAINERS, or with MIRRORS)

NEW TOILETRIES: shampoo, conditioner, hairspray, mousse & gels (non-aerosol, non- alcohol), **body washes & gels, **hand & body lotion, **deodorant, lip balms, cloth headbands& ponytail holders, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toothbrush holders, small packs of tissues, emery boards, combs, brushes (no rattail combs), shaving gels/creams, non-alcohol aftershave.

NEW ACTIVITY ITEMS: jigsaw puzzles, **adult activity books, playing cards, regular & large print books, **hand-held video games, **CD’s. DVD’s, craft kits & supplies (paint-by-number, foam kits, hobby kits, NO NEEDLES), coloring books & crayons, magic markers, colored pencils, etc, games (Checkers, Dominoes, Monopoly, Scrabble, etc.)
FOOD ITEMS: diabetic or sugarless items, individually wrapped gum or candy, individually packed snack items (crackers, raisins, cookies, snack cakes, etc. NO NUTS), plastic jars or individual packets of decaffeinated drinks (coffee, tea, cocoa, fruit drinks) 

NEW MISCELLANEOUS: **batteries (especially AA), **sports memorabilia (especially Pittsburgh teams), change purses, wallets, **portable radios with earphones, **watches, battery operated clocks,**small denomination phone cards, knick knacks, writing paper, stationary, tablets, etc. (NO WIRE BINDINGS), **portable CD players.
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Wednesday, November 7


11:00 Staff Meeting – Office closed


  6:15 C. Bells


  6:30 Good Grief


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


  7:15 Choir  





Tuesday, November 6


Election Day


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 Outreach


  7:30 NA








Monday, November 5


10:00 UMW Executive Board


  7:00 Dartball - Away





Next Sunday, November 11


24rd Sunday after Pentecost


Baptism – Veteran’s Day


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:15 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH




















Saturday, November 10


10:00 Food Bank– Help needed
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Friday, November 9


  9:30 Food Bank Truck – Help needed





Thursday, November 8


  5:00 Irwin Ladies Night Out


  6:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Disciple 2











Today, Sunday, November 4


23rd Sunday after Pentecost


Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


12:00 Soup Sale after service


  1:30 Scouting Religious Awards Classes


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:15 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH
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Operation Reindeer, cont’d
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