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September 9, 2012
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Baptism Sunday – Reception of New Members
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
*MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“He Is Lord”
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: Friends, don’t let public opinion influence how you live out your faith.

  P: God lives by different rules.  God lifts up and honors the poor while sending the rich away empty.
  L: God’s favor is promised to those who love God.

  P: Love is more than saying the right words, it is doing the right thing for others.
  L: Be good to your people, O God.

  P: The hearts of the people are right!

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 577
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

*OPENING PRAYER

   Holy One, we call upon your name, for we know that your name and favor are more precious than human riches.  You hate wickedness and abhor the neglect of your people.  You call us to righteousness, to reach out to others with justice and mercy.  You teach us right from wrong, that we may truly live in your grace.  In the shadow of that grace, we offer compassion and mercy to others.  Abide with us this day, that we may serve you forever more.  Amen.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:45) 


BAPTISMAL COVENANT II (page 39)

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE


We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our        covenant faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

  RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy church, and bid you welcome to this congregation of The United Methodist Church.  With you we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ that, surrounded by steadfast love, you may be established in the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

  SCRIPTURE READING 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

Note to Worship Host-At beginning of announcements, say “We offer a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially those who are visiting with us.  As I am sharing our announcements, please complete the form in the red register pad in each pew and pass it to others in your pew, finally returning it toward the center aisle. If you notice that someone who normally sits near you is missing this morning, please give them a call this week and let them know that they were missed. You may write any prayer requests on the cards in the attendance folders and place them in the holders at the ends of the pews so that our ushers can bring them to the pastor before the Joys and Concerns.”

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 

THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
            8:15 “I’ll Be a Sunbeam” 

         10:45 “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  
  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”

*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Almighty and most gracious God, we come together this morning and offer our praise and thanks, even as we offer these gifts from the abundance you have given us. Remind us that, through your word, you call us to care for one another, to share generously, and to treat the poor as those who are your beloved children. Remind us continually that there are blessings you have reserved for those who share generously with those who are in need. Bring us to the world that most resembles your Kingdom, where justice and compassion are shared like the air we breathe. In the name of Christ our Savior, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN No. 375
“There Is a Balm in Gilead”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Mark 7:24-37

  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 438
“Forth in Thy Name, O Lord”

*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“A Time for New Beginnings”
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH







**********************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
********************************************************
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: The United Methodist Women will meet Monday, September 10th at 10:00 AM in the church parlor.  A program will be presented by Nancy on her trip to Vietnam.  A luncheon will follow the business meeting and program.  All women are welcome to attend.

**********************************************************
FROM THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE

The Outreach Committee continues to collect POP CAN TABS for service dogs to benefit children with disabilities and veterans. It takes 24,000 tabs for one dog. Please help us fill the fish tank in the narthex. Thank you.
To help support their mission projects, the Outreach Committee is sponsoring a MYSTERY DINNER THEATER on Saturday, October 13th at 6:00 in our gymnasium. A "church chicken" dinner will be served and the Drama Team from the West Hempfield Presbyterian Church will provide the entertainment for the "County Fair Mystery". All this for only $10.00 per person ! Tickets will be sold after both worship services on the last three Sundays of September. Only 80 tickets will be sold. Reserved seating. For adult Sunday school classes & church groups, this is an excellent "get- together" that you don't even have to plan. Ladies: bring the group you brought to the Mother's Day Banquet. Hope to see you there.!

Soup Luncheon: We are again having our annual Soup Luncheon on November 4th and are in need of soup makers. If you have a delicious soup you would like to share we would love to hear from you. We are also in need of bakers to bake a cake, pie or cookies (your choice). If you’re not a soup maker or baker come and support our luncheon after 2nd service and taste all our great soups and desserts. Thank you so much!

SOLES 4 SOULS is back!  From now through Sunday, October 7, 2012, new and gently used shoes of all sizes will be collected.  Soles 4 Souls is a USA based organization that provides shoes in disaster relief and for the general need of people without shoes.  Any color, style or size of shoe is acceptable.

Shoes can be left in the Narthex under the Soles 4 Souls sign.  Financial contributions are also acceptable and can be given to the office with the designation to Soles 4 Souls.
Thank you for supporting this worth while mission.

The children’s offering September 16th, 23rd & 30th will be used to purchase additional shoes for Soles 4 Souls.
********************************************************

HEARTS TO GOD; HANDS TO WORK
Our next dedication is scheduled for September 16, 2012 for both services.  Please bring your prayer shawls to the Altar rail prior to Sunday service for dedication. See Leanna or Cindi to obtain the prayer card for attachment. After the dedication, anyone who wants, or needs a prayer shawl, please take one to your loved one. 

Other ministry items to be dedicated may include: baby blankets, preemie and infant hats and baby sweaters. Please bring these items to the altar rail for dedication also. Nancy will then mail these baby items to her daughter, Kathleen at the hospital where she serves. 

Last but not least … Hearts to God; Hands to Work Sunday school class will be resuming for the Fall for the first Sunday in September. We meet in the Little Parlor off the Adult Sunday school Room for Sunday school at 9:30. We are a small, casual and caring group. All are welcomed to come and join. We offer patterns for Prayer Shawls and knitting and crocheting instructions are available too! Our concerns are caring for our Church Family through the ministry the best way we are able with Christ as our Leader. Come and visit and see what we are about.
********************************************************

FISH & CHIPS Announcements!

Fall and the start of school are fast upon us! There will be some changes for youth group this year. Our first day of youth group will be on today, Sunday September 9th!  We will now be meeting on Sunday evenings and separating the age groups. CHIPS will be for grades 5-7th meeting 6:15-7pm and FISH will be for grades 8-12th meeting 7:30-8:30pm. There will be a hangout/fellowship time from 7-7:30 for all youth. Please contact Jack Tickle if you have any questions @724-448-4934 or jtickle@pts.edu.  
Keep our youth and leaders in your prayers for this upcoming school year!

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:30-31.

********************************************************

CHILDREN’S OFFERING: The children’s offering the this week will benefit the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF).  This fund is used by our pastor to assist members of our church and community who experience financial difficulties.  This past month the PDF has been used to assist several children in our community with school clothes and supplies.  Any donations you can give to the PDF will be greatly appreciated.

Collected: 9/2 - $256.29

********************************************************

PAPER AND PLASTIC PANTRY UPDATE!  As we roll into fall, it is about time we give you an update on the pantry project!  Thank you to all who participated in sorting and taking care of the miscellaneous products we set out on the tables. 

Here is a list of what we will stock: Large Chinet dinner plates, small dessert Dixie paper plates, 20oz paper Dixie soup/salad bowls, white plastic forks/knives/spoons, Vanity Fair nice paper napkins, Dixie everyday paper napkins, paper towel rolls, 9 oz clear punch cups, 12 oz insulated Dixie (non-Styrofoam) cups, Styrofoam takeout containers. 
If there is anything that your group/organization/committee will use on an every month basis, let us know so that we can keep that in stock also. We are hoping to keep between 250-600 of each product at anytime to make sure we don’t run out with multiple events. 

When you are having an event that you know ahead of time or end up using at least 50 of any product please contact Becky so we can keep a count. We anticipate by keeping a stocked pantry we will be more efficient, cost effective, and clean. Please remember to use these products for your church events, and then return the unused to the right shelves and sealed/closed so as not to be contaminated. 
Thank you again to all for helping with this church wide initiative!  Carolyn 
**********************************************************
DIAPERS: From time to time we get requests from families that they need baby diapers.  While we like to keep various sizes in our pantry, there seems to be a special need for sizes 4 and 5.  Store brand diapers such as Target, WalMart, Giant Eagle, etc., are good.  If you can purchase diapers from time to time and drop them off by the office door, we will make sure they get to the families in need.  Thank you.

**********************************************************
PENNSYLVANIA CHILD ABUSE HISTORY CLEARANCE CERTIFICATES are mailed to your home if you applied.  Any member of the church staff can verify that it is an original and make a copy for church records.  This is particularly important if you are involved in any way with the Children of FUMC.  
**********************************************************
PERISHABLE FOOD DONATIONS: Please, please do not leave perishable food donations at the food bank door.  If you make perishable food donations please hand them to the Padens, Davis’ a staff member, or leave them on the desk in the office. 
**********************************************************
United Methodist Women’s
ALL SEASONS BAZAAR

Saturday, November 3rd!
CRAFTERS NEEDED! We’re asking for crafters for the annual United Methodist Women’s All Seasons Bazaar on Saturday, November 3rd!  If you know of someone, or are a crafter yourself, please call the church office to reserve a table. Donations of crafts for the UM Women's table will be greatly appreciated. You can also help us by planning now what you could make for the Bake Sale table. Then, when you get a call in October, you can say "Yes, I know what I can make." Thanks for all your help.    Alice
********************************************************

BABY CLOTHES: We have recently received a request from a family who is in need of clothing for their 11 month old girl.  We are hoping to collect some new or gently used clothing sizes 2T – 3T to help this family through the fall and winter seasons.  Please bring your donations in by September 30th
********************************************************

FISH & CHIPS CADDIE SHAK DAY TRIP 
AND KICK-OFF EVENT! 
Today, September 9th, meet at Irwin First UMC 2:00 pm 

 3 hours of unlimited go-karts, mini-golf, bumper boats etc. With devotional following. Return ~7:30 pm
Cost $20 per youth plus any spending money for snacks/arcade games as needed
both FISH (8-12th grade) & CHIPS(5-7th grade) are invited - bring a friend.. or 2.. or 3!
RSVP to Jack ASAP so we make sure to have enough drivers!
********************************************************

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Our 1st class after our “Summer Sabbatical” will be held on Wednesday, September 12th at 10:00 AM, continuing our study of the “Women of the Bible.”  Our new unit: “Women of the Exodus and Conquest” (Exodus 1:15 thru Joshua 15:19) covers the period from the birth of Moses to the conquest of Canaan.  Our discussion will include the women’s lives, contributions, and roles in the society of their day, as well as how they serve as examples of godly living today.  Any woman who is interested in learning more about the Bible is invited to attend our class on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 AM from September thru May.  
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Wednesday, September 12


10:00 Women’s Bible Study


11:00 Staff Meeting – Office Closed 


until 1:00 PM


  6:00 SPRC





Tuesday, September 11


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:00 Trustees


  7:30 NA








Next Sunday, September 16


16th Sunday after Pentecost


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship  


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  6:15 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS Combined


  7:30 FISH





Monday, September 10


10:00 UM Women


  7:00 Dartball - H




















Saturday, September 15


10:00 Food Bank – help needed





Friday, September 14


9:30 Food Bank Truck – help needed
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Thursday, September 13


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Disciple 2


  7:15 Choir














Today, Sunday, September 9


15th Sunday after Pentecost


Baptism/Reception of Members


Rally Day


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship  


12:15 Youth Music Groups Meeting


  6:15 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS Combined


  7:30 FISH






































